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Claes on Internal Crisis. U.S. Bilateralism 


BRIS12145794 Amsterdam ELSEVIER in Dutch 
24 Dec 94 pp 30-33 


{Report on interview with NATO Secretar Genera! 
Willy Claes by Hugo Camps: place and date not given 
“No, No: Bosnia Is Not the Fnd cf NATO") 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A ship «.th two captains 
cannot make « through the storm. Neat treme. NATO 
Secretary General Willy Clacs wall refuse to accept a 
joint command with the United Natrons. as 1s the case in 
Bosnia. “Sometimes, the ambiguity 1s nearly tragic.” 
NATO will have to have its own rules of the game. 


“Forget the military solutron. Internatronal force of arms 
will not give Bosnia a better future. NATO 1s also 
incapable of enforcing peace im former Yugoslavia from 
the air. Not now, not ever.” [passage omitted] 


Willy Claes knows for a fact that UNPROFOR [Un 
Protection Forces] is doomed to stay until a peaceful 
solution has been found. “No. | am not concerned about 
the pnorty of human nghts. I say thes on my mght mind 
as NATO chief. A withdrawal of the European blue 
helmets would make the situation on the spot totally 
uncontrollable. Even according to our first evacuation 
scenarios it would be a complies and dangcrous situation 
mvolving a great deal of bloodshed. What 1s even worse, 
1s that the conflict’s internatwonalization would then 
become unavoidable. One would probably open the door 
wide for a parade of Muslim troops.” 


Clinton shares his conviction, as he learned during a 
personal meeting with the U.S. President. “The day the 
arms embargo against Bosnia will be lifted, all European 
countries will withdraw their blue helmets. This has been 
clearly hinted. This is why the U.S. President has sent a 
signal to all European capitals that he will do everything 
possible to counter a Congress decision. Clinton 1s averse 
to unilateral measures. He may have been forced to 
follow that course to a certarn extent, and as a result the 
tasks of the U.S. military within the framework of the 
embargo mandates are now subject to certain restric- 
tions. But European criticism about this so-called 
reversal of policy 1s short-sighted and unjust. Clinton 
had no other chorce, it was a Congress maneuver. It was 
certainly not a disloval act which was contrary to 
NATO's vision of international solidarity.” 


{Camps} The Atlantic self-cxplosion rs coming nearer all 
the same. 


[Ciaes] Forget ut. | know the republican refrain of 
Atlantic defeatism. I met with Senator Dole some time 
ago. He snarled at me: “How long does NATO think it 
can survive im this unbearable role of servant” This 
Dole guy was extremely rude. To him—as to many 
Amencans—Bosnia 1s a mockery of moralism. The 
Dutch feel quite the same way. | asked him: “Are vou 
ready to supply the necessary ground troops for a risky 
operation which would cost many lives” To be qurte 
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honest. Dole was not convinced that thrs was a pror 
condition for a demonstration of Atiantic self-respect. 
All the same. we must also account for the Clinton 
administration. No, no, Bosnia ts not the end of NATO. 
It rs true that there are cracks «ithin the alliance. We are 
vicums of contradictions which make ut harder and 
harder to reach a consensus. Fundamentally. however. 
our solidanty ts unaffected. [Claes ends] 


Claes does admit that the frictions between 
UNPROFOR and NATO gererals have become fiercer 
lately. “I am doing everything possible to overcome the 
differences, but | can hardly wnore them. The dreadful 
thing 1s that the Serbs are also aware of these tensions. It 
adds to their fecling of mvincibility. Sometimes, the 
ambiguity ts nearly tragic. Peacekeeping by Dutch Duc 
helmets ard air strikes by Dutch NAT plots at the 
same place and at the same time 15 a strange contradic- 
twon which gives mse to imevitable problems. Some 
countnes’ twofold involvement affects our efficiency. A 
ship with two captains cannot make it through the storm. 
So things wil! have to change 1m the future. And i can tell 
you, thet should 1 ever come to a sudden pullout of 
UNPROFOR troops, the responsibility for the operation 
will be reyected by NATO unless we are given explicit 
and unambiguous command.” 


[Camps] The water parting between the United Nations 
and NATO” 


[Claes] | am not saying that NATO would refuse to 
cooperate should the United Nations decide to set up a 
peacekeeping operation. What i am saying is that NATO 
then will determine tts own rules of play. From now on I 
shall refuse to accept a joint command. As a military 
organization, NATC has made a fool of itself in Bosnia 
Until recently the air strikes did not only depend on the 
double key, they also had to be announced and located in 
advance. Never again. There were times when we had to 
risk the lives of our pilots for an empty tank. This 1s 
playing with human lives. Unless we can determine the 
rules of play of our military operations ourselves. they 
will have to find other fools to support the peacekeeping 
mission. [Claes ends] [passage omitted] 


It has not escaped Willy Claes’ attention that the Amer- 
cans are increasingly turning io b:'ateral salons, ¢.¢. with 
Germany and France. He refuses to say whether or not 
this will result in an erosion strategy of the European 
unification process. “For the time being, political state- 
ments are no longer my privilege in this life.” It should, 
however, be a signal to Europe 


“The transatlantic bridge needs some propping up. Is 
Europe ready for this? As long as the European Union 
does not present a credible foreign policy, the lamenta- 
tions about U.S. bilateralism are out of place. Kissinger 
once said: | am willing to do business with vou, but at 
least give me the European Community's phone number. 
Which they hadn't. The challenge 1s not in Washington, 
tis with us.” 
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Hiowever, Claes ts writated by the rsolathonist movement 
“which definitely cxrsts™ on US. public opmmon. He 1s 
determined to overrun the Congress and the US. press 
with an offensive information campaign. “The Repubh- 
cans im partecular are hardly interested ic Europe and in 
other exouc corners of the world. I wculd like to step up 
contacts with Dole and hrs inkes. It 1s also a matter of 
information. In many respects. the United States and 
Furope share the same helplessness. A military balance 
and the control of heavy arms are no guarantee for 
worldwide security and stability. While we are quictly 
sipping our coffee, natronalrst opportunists are deliv- 
ering thew speeches. and ennched uranium 1s being 
trafficked Counterproliferation, and antispread of mass 
weapons through a transparent dialogue are more than 
ever required.” 
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[Camps] A social democrat amidst backswords: | always 
say that happiness 1s where you are not. 


[Claes] Hang on. NATO stopped being a military alli- 
ance a long time ago. I have an cconomix and even a 
scientific department at my disposal. And are you aware 
of NATO's exact budget? Exactly 0.5 percent of all 16 
member states’ defense budgets. You are under an 
umbrella for next to nothing. NATO was the first mter- 
national organization which understood the need to 
adjust itself to the fall of the Wall. This was not a 
comcndence. It rs precisely because we are also con- 
ducting a constant political dialogue. that NATO is so 
attractive to Central and East European countries. And 
not only to them. I should not say this, but even Austria 
has hinted that 1 would lke to jor NATO. [pasr_zec 
omitted] 
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Poll: Mest Oppose More Powers for President 


AU 2912112594 Vienna DER STANDARD im German 
29 Dec V4 pl 


{Report by “cs”: “Opimeon Poll: Kiestil’s Responsibill- 
ues Sufficrent™) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Vienna—The independent 
OGM Opiumon Research Institute carned out an opinion 
poll on behaif of DER STANDARD Austnan Radar in 
mid-December to find out how Austnans assess the 
discussion on the president's responsibilities: 


—A total of 25 percent want the president “above all to 
have more responsibilities on European and forcign 
policy affairs” Im thes respect. people with a higher 
educational background as well as women support 
Thomas Kicstil more than other sections of the popu- 
latron 


—However, mm all groups and sections, the majority 
beleves that hrs tasks should remain unchanged. An 
average 66 percent of all Austnans would change 
nothing ahout the president's role. 


The climate of opinion 1s clearly different among the 
followers of the Freedom Party of Austria. Here one- 
third backs Joerg Hasder’s wish for a strong president, 
the others are opposed. 


Central Bank Chief Urges ‘Austerity Package’ 
12812152094 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 28 
Dec 94 p 13 


[Report on interview with National Bank President 
Marna Schaumaver by Christine Domforth, place and 
date not given. “Severe Reprimand of the Government 
From the Central Bank”’] 


|FBIS Translated Text] Vienna—“! would urge the gov- 
ernment not to allow itself to be dissuaded by the media 
and opposition from domg what has been recognized as 
necessary.” Central bank president Maria Schaumayer 
has called on the coalition partners to implement the 
“austerity package” rapidly. According to Schaumayer 
“the consolidation package does not have to result mm any 
blood bemg spilled, but only if it 1s implemented rap- 
idly.” Compared to the EU average, Austria's state 
finances are “not beyond salvation.” “What makes it all 
the more annoying ts that what amounts to relatively 
little 1s not being done out of a lack of courage or 
vaciiiatron.” However, crtuzens should be provided with 
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sufficient information. That is an areca in which the 
government “has failed compictely so far.” 


According to Schaumayer, the period of growth im social 
security provisions 1s over: “The gurcsinon now 1s one of 
consolidating what we have.” What 1s also necessary 1s a 
change of prorities geared toward international compet- 
ituveness, because that «4 the only way mm which social 
accomplrshments and jobs can be preserved 


Being at the start of an cconomac upturn, a budget deficit 
of 100 bilhon Austrian schillings 1s the “absolute high- 
water mark.” “If the water 1s already up to our knees m 
1994. then that 1s primarily because there has been no 
revenue ecncrated by privatization. That makes it all the 
more imperative that we be able to ect our feet dry neat 
year.” The central bank mentioned the rapid privatrza- 
von of the Creditanstalt bank and the Ilwerken plant om 
partecular. 


Austria's foreign trade deficit has also grown rapidly and 
amounts to over 20 billion schallings this year. Next year 
it is expected to grow to 25 billion schillings. “That does 
not alarm me. but one should not close one’s eves to the 
fact.” sasd the president. A structural change of the kund 
that has been cocurring im industry 1s necessary im the 
tourism sector above all. No enormous invesiment ts 
needed. but “an improvement im the range of what rs on 
offer, an umprovement gcared toward quality and activ- 
ity.” 


In view of the “twin deficit.” the state budgct and the 
foreign trade deficit, the central bank will adhere to rts 
monctary policy: “We have successfully got through the 
hot and cold baths poured by publcc finances over the 
past two decades. People abroad know that the central rs 
completely committed to stability.” says the president 
confidently. “1 am not in any way concerned about 
monetary policy ~ 


Nothing will change about the schilling being pegged to 
the German mark. the European anchor currency, fol- 
lowing Austria's entry to the EU. Austria will youn the 
European exchange rate mechanism as quickly as pos 
sible. An amendment to the central bank law providing 
technical adjustments 1s planned for 1995. Schaumayer 
does not expect a common European currency to be 
introduced before the end of this century. 


According to the central bank chief, Austria's banks 
should concentrate more on customer service: “1 would 
like there to be competition in the service provided to 
bank customers more so than rumous competition based 
on terms that ultremately does not benefit the customer ~ 
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Netherlands 


Police Dismantle “Major Cali Cartel Branch 
BR2712 160594 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in 
Dutch 27 Dec 94 p 3 


{Unattrebuted report: “Police Catch Drugs Gar, ~nd a 


Ton of Cocame™} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Amsterdam—On Saturday [24 
December] Haaglanden regronal police seized over | 
metric tor of cocaine tm several locations in and around 
Amsterdam. The drugs have a sirect value of approx:- 
mately 100 millon guilders [G]. Crminal investigation 
officers arrested 24 people. 


According to public relations officer N. Zandbergen. thes 
is the Netherlands’ fourth largest drug seizure ever. 
“However, we may say 1 1s one of the largest considering 
the arrest of relatively high-level Colombians. m add)- 
tion to the seizure of the cocame.~ 


The cocaine was hidden mm frust-pulp barrels and shipped 
to Amsterdam from Colombia on Wednesday. The 
police took action when the gang began distributing the 
shipment. 


During searches im private houses and imdustrial pre- 
mises in and around Amsterdam. the police seized [drugs 
worth] Gi! mullion. [figure as publrshed] 


With the subsequent arrest of a Netherlands citizen, the 
number of suspects now totals 22 [number as published]. 
including Colombians, Bolivians, Surimamese. and 
Dutchmen. aged 18 to 46. They wai! be brought before 
the examining magistrate in The Hague on Tuesday. 


The suspects belong to an imternational drug trading 
organization that operates from the Colombian city of 
Cah. With Saturday's arrests, a mayor branch cf the 
so-called Cal cartel has been dismantled. “The distribu- 
tron network was rounded up and some of the organiza- 
trons leaders, who were here to ensure smooth opera- 
tions, were arresied.” Zandbergen said. 


The acthon agarnst the drug ring started in April within 
the scope of the Haaglanden police team’s continuing 
investigation mto drug transports to the Netherlands 
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irom Latin America. including Suriname. and the Car- 
tbbean arca. Earsleer this year two branches of the Cal: 
cartel were dismanticd with the sevzure of G2.2 million 
m crmenally obtancd assets and the arrest of 28 sus- 
pects, who were given prison sentences of up to enght 
years. 


Poll Evaluates Party Support for Goverament 
BRIS12161094 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 2° Dec 94 p 3 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Hague. 27 Dec—The Kok 
cabinct 1s appreciated less by VVD [People’s Pariv for 
Freedom and Democracy! voters than by supporters of 
the CDA [Christian Democratic Appeal] opposition 
party. CDA voters give the cabinet a 5.7 rateng, VVD 
voters think is policy ts worth no more than a 5.6. 


These figures were revealed m a NIPO [Netherlands 
Institute for Polling Public Opinon] survey on behalf of 
the EO [Evangelrcal Broadcasting Statron|. which was 
published vesterday. The NIPO asked 500 people sup- 
porting one of the four major partees to give their 
opimon on the current cabinet’s policy. Overall appreci- 
atron for the cabinet averaged 5.8. thanks to PvdA 
[Labor Party] and D66 [Democrats 66] supporters, who 
gave i a rating of 6.6 and 6.1. respectively. 


The NIPO survey also focused on four different policy 
areas employment. the environment, asylum policy, and 
justice. The pollong results show that VVD supporters 
partecularly reject the cabinet’s asvium and justice poli- 
ces Some 89 percent think that the Netherlands’ poli- 
cal asylum policy should be restricted (compared with 
67 percent among both PvdA and CDA voters and 77 
percent among 1D66 voters) A majonty of VVD sup- 
porters (76 percent) also objects to the asylum seckers 
right to lodge an appeal against a negative decison. 
Among PvdA, CDA, and D066 voters. the results were 46, 
$0, and 43, respectively 


CDA supporters were primarily upset by the govern- 
ment's cuthanasia and drug policies, whereas these two 
areas were commended by PvdA voters. Employment 
policy has not made much of an impression thus far 
Some 39 percent of PvdA voters think that the govern- 
ment’s policy will generate thousands of yobs, but CDA, 
VVD. and 1D66 voters are not all that sure about this (15, 
17. and 19 percent, respectively) 
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Lister's Mayhew on IRA Negotiations, Arms 
Surrender 


LD2912084294 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
Enelish O810 GMT 29 Dec 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paramuilstanes im Northern Ire- 
land must lay down their arms before joining full peace 
talks mn the province—but the method of disposing of the 
weapons 1s a matter for discussion, Ulster Secretary Sir 
Patnck Mayhew made clear today. 


He appeared to move away from any suggestion that the 
IRA and loyalist groups should surrender their weapons 
to the Government as a pre-condition of joining political 


negotiations. 


But he stressed once again that there could be no full 
talks while arms remained stockpiled. 


Both the IRA and loyalrst groups remained active, which 
underlined the need to distinguish between the cxrsiing 
exploratory talks and full polstiecal negotiations, he told 
the BBC Rado 4 Today programme 


“Sinn Fem and other organisations connected with para- 
military organisations cannot hope to be admuitied to 
these talks uniess and until. among other things. substan- 
tual progress has been made towards the decommrs- 
ssoning of arms,” he sad. 


“It ts umMportant not to be legalistic about this, you know 
it when vow sce it 


“But there has to be substantial progress in this process 
of establishing that you are not reserving for yourself the 


UNITED KINGDOM s 


night to go heck to the violence you have used for your 
polstscal purposes if vou don’! ect what you want at the 
democratic conference table.” 


Sur Patrock. who spent what he called a “marvellous and 
amazing Christmas” m Belfast. sand the arms issuc 
remained a stumbling block not just for the Government 
but for other politcal parnes which would eventually 
yom any full-scale negotuations 


As he prepared for the New Year in an atmosphere of 
hope. he remarned cautious about tne prospects of real 
progress, saving only: “It a peace that ects stronger 
with every day thal passes and with every week that 
passes—we are mm a far betier position thal we were a 
year ago.” 


There was 2 “great mectirg of minds™ between John 
Major and new Irth Premocr John Bruton at their 
pre-Christmas mecting. Sir Patrick sand. and the two 
governments honed to make progress on the “framework 
document” to lay down a formula for political negotia- 
ons 


The document. which was believed to be close to com- 
pletion after months of discussion, was delayed by the 
collapse of the Dublin Government and the departure 
from office of former Irish premier Albert Reynolds. 


Officials were now involved im further negotiations. 


Sir Patrick sand: “There are three or four areas where 
there +s much more work to be dome. It is hardly 
surprising. because there are substantial matters that this 
document would deal with.” 
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Benn Split on Decision To Send Planes to Bosnia 


t1£8.2012112194 London THE ELROPEAN in English 
9 Dec 94-4 Jan GS p 2 


|Report by lan Mather: “Bonn Divided Over Torna- 


dos”; 


[FRBIS Transcribed Text] Germany rs divided over the 
government's decision to send German warplanes to 
asest the UN multary mission m Bosnia. 


lo Chancellor Heimut Kohl's embarrassment, Jurgen 
Noppelin. defence spokesman for the Free Democrats, 
the ruleng Coalition's minorty partner. claemed that the 
milots of the Tornado jects lack cxpernence in handling 
sophrstrcated radar-samming equipment and that the 
system itself rs difficult to mamtaim 


Justefyeng what could be Germany's first foreign military 
venture sence the Scoond World War. Koh! said these 
were the only Nato planes m Europe capable of com- 
hating Bosnian Serb anti-aircraft missiles should the 
peace-keeping force decide to withdraw 


The government has agreed to allocate up to 14 Tor- 
nados: eght “electromc combat and reconnarssance™ 
planes based at Lechfeld and six aerial reconnarssance 
ancraft from Jagel 


Koppelin’s crvtecrsmms are based on the fact that systems 
tor locateng bostedle radar did not become fully opera- 
tonal on the exht at Lechfeld untsl April 1993. A 
spokesman for the defence ministry in Bonn said: “The 
Tornados that have been offered are technically ready to 
undertake the mrsssons and the crews are fully tramned 
for the task ~ 


He admitted. however. that there were problems with the 
planes from Jagel and that the air force would have to 
horrow equipment because of a shortage of camera 
contamers. “It 1s true that the number of camera pods im 
tits squadron rs lomited.” he added. 


CGiermany has also pledged to contribute up to I. trans- 
port planes, mine-sweepers, patrol boats, a fick’ hospital 
and two motile medical units should the UN decide to 
withdraw 


Contenued attacks on government forces in the Brhac 
area by Serbs from Croatia and renegade Muslim forces 
threaten the natronwide truce brokered by former US 
president Jimmy Carter that took effect on 24 
Decemixr 

Neither Croatian Serbs nor the rebel Muslims were party 
to the truce, signed by Bosnian Serbs and the Muslim-led 
Bosnian government. The first phase, duc to last until 31 
December, 1s meant to give time to work out a four- 
month truce. 


Kinkel: UNSC Membership ‘Test’ for Permanent 
Seat 


112912103694 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0945 
GMT 29 Dec O4 


[F BIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—The forth- 
coming German membership of the UN Security 


GERMANY 


Germany will yom the Secursty Council for two vears as 
a nonpermancnt member from | January 1995. Konkel 
stressed i ss “obvious that the United Nathons must 
become more active than nt has been so far im averting 
conflicts and taking preventive measures to safeguard 
peace.” This will be “our mam concern™ for the duration 
of German membership m the Securtty Council, Kinkel 
sard. 


Above all, members of the council need to be prepared to 
safeguard peace and find political solutions to conflicts. 
“Where necessary and after carcful examination of the 
mdividual cases.” Bonn too would “make ts potential 
available for UN peace missions,” the Free Democratic 
Party politecian stressed. 


Kinkel's ‘Positive Assessment’ of EU Presidency 


2812104294 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0940 
GMT 28 Dec 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel has given a positive assessment of 
Bonn’s EU presidency mm the second half of 1994, which 
ends on 31 December. In a “phase of difficult consol- 
dation within the community” and expansion of the EU 
from 12 to 15 member states, the German presidency has 
“given important pointers” for the future development 
of the whole of Europe. Kinke!l sand in Bonn on 
Wednesday [28 December]. With the strategy for the 
assimilation of the Central and East European states into 
the EU agreed to by the European Council im Essen. the 
EU #s contributing to the “long-term stability and secu- 
rity of our eastern neighbors.” 


A further focus of the German presidency was the 
securing of Europe as a location for investment and its 
imternational competitiveness, Kinkel stressed. in add- 
tion, the EU summit im Essen gave “impertant empetus 
for the solution of structural problems as the only way to 
reduce unemployment on a lasting basis” This also 
included the 14 projects adopted in Essen within the 
framework of the trans-European networks for transport, 


Russian Minister Urges Change in CFE Treaty 


AU 2912111994 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 29 Dec 94 p 2 


[Report by “fy.”: “Bonn: Russa Is Not Bound™] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Bonn, 28 Dec--On 22 December 
im the Foreign Minisiry, Russian Deputy Foresgn Min- 
ister Mamedov explained his government's wish for a 
change of the Conventional Armed Forces mm Europe 
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{CFE] Treaty. Mamedov met wath Ambassador Holsk. 
disarmament commurssioncr of the FRG Government. 
and Chrobog. polstscal director of the Foreign Momurstry. 
it es Russia's wish to be able to deploy more ermorcd 
vehicles in the North Caucasus Molstary Drstract than os 
possible according to the strpulations of the CFE Treats. 
Thes treaty says that Moscow 1s permitied to deploy 
altogether 700 combat tanks. 580 armored persomnc! 
carners, and 1.280 arullery pieces m the mulstary drs- 
tricts that form its northern and southern flank. These 
upper lumuts refer to the milstary districts of Lenengrad im 
the north and Odessa, Transcaucasus. and North Cau- 
casus mn the south of the former Sovict Union. The treaty 
left « up to the Sovect Union to distribute these arms in 
the military districts mentioned. However. according to 
the stexpulations of the treaty. thes regulation will only 
come imto cfffct on 16 November 1995. Until that date. 
Russia 16 not subject to any contractual lymrtations on 
the concentration of rts armed forces m the mulrtary 
dsstrncts mentioned. 


Therefore, Russia's efforts for a change of the CFE 
Treaty and its wpper limits are a precaution. They have 
no bearing on the war that 1s currently berg waged with 
Chechnya. As carly as 1993. Russa bricied the other 
signatory states of the CFE Treaty on its wrshes for a 
change. It arms at getting permission to mcrease the 
number of armored combat vchicics to more than 2.000 
m the flank regoons. The responsible NATO bodies 
agreed to resect a change of the treaty. However. 1 was 
also agreed to oblige Russia within the framework of 
what the treaty permits and to comply with its secur’ty 
needs. A concession might be to perms Russia to deploy 
heavy weapons, to which. for cxample. Georgia and 
Armenia would be entitled, but which are not wanted by 
them. With a veew to Chechnya, Bonn docs not «ant to 
deal with thes topec mm pedtic. It 1s feared that a conces- 
svon to Russia might b- <esimterpreted and cxplained as 
support for Moscow in rts fight agarnst Chechnya— 
which objectively wot true because Russia is not 
subject to any livnitatvens by the treaty im northern 
Caucasus for the next |] months 


Right-Wing Suspected in ¢ oiled Grenade Attack 


AU 2912113694 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 29 Dec 94 p 4 


[Report by “pid™: “Pole Beleve Attacker To Be 
Member of Right-Wing Scene” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Northerm. 28 Dec—According 
to the police. nght-wing extremists are behind the forled 
hand grenade attack on Frank Golkowski, chairman of 
the Thuringian Natronal Democratic Party. Investiga- 
tions carried owt so far suggest that the attacker or 
attackers come from the nght-wing scene. a spokesman 
of the responsible police station in Goettingen 
announced yesterday Grenades of Yugoslav origi are 
mainly used by mght- wing extremists. Quite a few 
neo-Nazi mercenaries returning from the Balkans bring 
back such explosives as “souvenirs ~ 
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it can virtually be ruled oul thal autonomous groups 
from southern Lower Saxony are responsible for the 
attack on Christmas Day. the spokesman stated. The way 
the attack was planned and the nature of the threatening 
letters signed “antefascrsts from Gocttengen. Gotha. 
Obereschsicid.” suggest thes. 


Schacuble Deputies Seen Core of Next Cabinet 
YSENOOS7 1 Frankfurt/Main FRANAFURTER 
ILLGEMEINE in German 23 Now 94 pp 4 


[Artecle by Karl Feidmeyer: 
Forming a Cabinct”™} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn. 22 Nov—In political 
Bonn the daily rowtene has started again. The govern- 
ment +s om place. the parhament has ts presedsum. and 
the CDU [Christian Democratic Unton] parhamentary 
group since last Tuesday [22 November], mn addrtron to 
ts charrman. now also—hrs deputy. Serticrs mstecad of 
Hornbucs. Scholz instead of Gersicr, Repnik mmstead of 
Schmitz, Frau Roensch mstead of Frau Mochalk. 
Krucge; instead of Netsch. and Frednch mstead of 
Faltthauser. Only Hemmer Crerssier remains what he was: 
deputy chairman of the parliamentary group 


These changes mean Ittle to the public For the deputies 
of the parhamentary group. on the othes hand. they are 
exctting. For them. decrssons affecting them are con- 
cealed behind the changes. Already before the sessron of 
the parhamentary group. the greater part was clear to the 
mmsiders. In the sessions of the executive coamuetice of 
the parhamentary group at noon on Monday and the 
expanded cxecutive commutice of the parhamentary 
group in the laic afternoon, the chairman of the parha- 
mentary group. Schacubie. had presented and pushed 
through hes proposal. With thew proposal to have the 
Saxon deputy Luther clected as executive secretary of the 
parhament. the castern German deputics had to capen- 
ence once more how lemited then povssbilrtves arc. 
Schacuble would not have u. He had already made 
concessions by accepting Krucger, up to now moenester of 
research, as one of hes deputies and thus prevented a 
previous member of the government from falling mto the 
“nothingness of the plain hfe of a deputy —something 
which on Bonn evidently 1s regarded as unreasonable. 


Two thongs are of great umportance im the assessment of 
the new leadership of the parhamentary group when 
CD deputees speak candidly within then own ranks. 
(On the one hand, the discovery that all deputies are 
former members of the government—or, hke Deputy 
Frnednch. are supplied by the CSU [Christian Social 
Lnson}, on the other, the conjecture that Schacuble has 
handpicked his deputies and im so domg assembled the 
core of hrs future cabinet aron ..d homself—assumoing that 
at some pornt mn tome he will be able to form a cabinet. In 
the pyudgement of deputies, thes assessment rs valid at 
least for Scholz, for Sevters, and for Repnrk. Freedrich is 
seen as the decrson of the CSU, and Frau Roensch ns 
classified as the imperative proposal of the women's 


“Is Schacuble Already 
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group. She was micnt upon placing another woman in 
the deputy echelon, Frau Karwatzki. But, so the ialk m 
the parliamentary group. Schacuble did not went her. 
and. therefore. she «as compensated with the post of 
parliamentary secretary. However, the new First Parthia- 
mentary Manager Hoerster and the new justictary Goch- 
ner. too, are counted among Schacuble’s core team. “All 
of them picasan: colleagues.” 1s the comment of a deputy 
about the remark that what we are dealing with here 1s 
the “rong exchange of stale faces.” That Hemer Gerssicr, 
as the only onc of the prev sous deputies retains hrs office 
has less to do with hes relateonship te Schacuble than 
with the fact that. even without hrs office. be rs a polstical 
bigwig. who for that very reason better be bound 1m. 


With scrupulous exactitude people watch who has 
become muinistcr and parhamentary state secretary 
From the perspective of deputees, ministers as a rule are 
at least “ahead on the outssde”—if thei name 1s not 
Fraw Nolte. But the reason why Frau Karwatzk: became 
“parkamentary™ [secretary] with Mr Wangel 1s of even 
greater mmterest than the fact that Faltthauser. too. 1s a 
new officeholder there and the number of CSU state 
secretaries thus increased by onc. For the fact that Frau 
Dempwolf, an cupenenced countrywoman from Lowrr 
Saxony. moved into the new Ministry for Women. 
Family. Youth and Semor Citizens and Frau Yer. as 
parhamentary state secretary. was subordinated to Mr 
Ructiger. monrster for the future [neckname for the newly 
created Ministry of Educatron. Scvence. Research and 
Technology|. deputies who know the ladies. have a 
umple explanation: “Onc adult at least. after all. must be 
on deck mm the newly created Nolte Minestry.” so 1 goes. 
Also. as for the promotion of the previous deputy 
chairman of the parhamentary group Nitsch. frends of 
the parliamentary group do not feel inclined to comph- 
ments. In ther view, Kohl had to pay the price m order 
for Schacuhic to be nd of hom. But who makes the 
decrssons” It 1s not the expanded executive committee of 
the parliamentary group. and 1 1s also not the cxecutive 
secretary. because Schacuble already presents coord)- 
nated proposal there—and also pushes them through. 
The circle that really makes the decisions, so the view in 
the parhamentary group. consists of Kohl, Stacuble and 
Bohl; everything cise. they say, 1s ornamentation. 


In general, deputies notice a great deal when they take a 
look at their own government. Forty-five persons belong 
to it: The chancellor, 17 menrsters and 27 parliamentary 
state secretaries. Of these, the CDU supplies 27. the 
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CSU—anine. and the FDP ‘Free Democratic Party}— 
nine. Thus. the two small parves have a drsproportion- 
ately large share of the posts. For although the CDU 
accounts for 70 percent of the coalition deputies, 1 
occupies only 60 percent of the posts. Something cise 1s 
micresting: The distribution of the posts among the 
individual lacnder groups. This tome they have been 
given quite different shares of power. North Rhine- 
Westphalia. with 58 deputecs, just lke the CSU with 50 
deputies. supples nine ministers and parliamentary state 
secretanes. Baden-Wuecrtiembecrg, with 37 deputies. has 
four. and Lower Saxony. with 30 deputies. has three 
partscipants m governmental power. Hessia and Saxony, 
with 20 and 2! deputies. have two cach. The other 
laender groups. however, have to be comtent with the fact 
that at the most one of theirs may  .~e a share in the 
privileges of power. Three laender groups. however, are 
left out in the cold completely: Brandenburg. Schieswog- 
Holstem. and Saxony-Anhalt. That sort of thing creates 
disapporntment among those who are affected, which 
now that the government has been formed and the posts 
have been distributed 1s beginning of have an effect. 
That the speaker of the Saxon land group. Schmidt, on 
Tuesday made public the disappom:ment over the 
faslure of hes candidate for one of the four executive 
secretaries of the parhament 1s a first sagn of this. 


Minister Sees Stronger Recovery in East 
LDI812120094 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1113 
GM, 28 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN}—The cco- 
nomec recovery om the former East Germany ts 

m tempo, mm the view of Economecs Minister Guenter 
Rexrodt. lt rs partecularly gratifying that imvestmeni by 
eastern German companies 1s rising markedly, Rexrodt 
said in Bonn on Wednesday [28 Dec]. He cited recent 
estimates by the Munich Institute for Economic 
Research [IFO] whech sand that fixed asset investment in 
1994 rose by 19 percent to 179 bilhon (jerman marks 
[DM] and will even rise next vear to DM 206.5 billion. 


According to Rexrodt. the figures confirm the “clearly 
positive prospects for castern Germany” for the coming 
year and the state's support for imvertment. This means 
that the crucial precondition ts berg created for 
dynamic development of the economy and employment 
in the new federal laender on a sound and increasingly 
self-sufficient bass. 
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Ministry Urges Yeltsin To Keep Chechnya Pledge 
il 2812140594 Paris AFP im Eneitsh 1355 GMT 
28 Dec 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Parrs, Dec 28 (AFP)}—France 
on Wednesday [28 December] cxupressed grave concern 
about a fresh aw and ground assault on the rebel 
Chechen capital Groznyy. calling on Presadent Sors 
Yeltsin to keep a pledge over the safety of civehans there. 


“We remam very concerned about thes conflict. over 
whoch we have called on the Russian authorities to do 
every thing possible to avoid bloodshed.” French Foresgn 
Monistry spokesman Catherine Colonna said. 


Recalling a pledge by Ycitsen on Tuesday to end “bomb- 
ings that could clam vectems among the civiliar popu- 
lavon of Grozny.” she sand his words reficcted “a 
willingness . to negotiate ~ 


“We hope thrs readiness translates into action,” she sand. 
adding: “We acknowledge his cxupressed concern ty safe- 
guard lives. m particular crvihans and to avoid blood- 
shed 


“In that respect we also hope the intention translates into 
something concrete ~ 


The comments came as Russian airplancs bombarded 
the centre of Grozny and ground forces launched a 
massive attack on defensive positions around the capital 
of the breakaway republic of Chechnya. 


{olonna added: “We stull think negotiations are neces- 
sary. The fighting must be stopped, and refugees must be 
allowed return.” 


Algerian Envoy Gives Reaction to Clergy *‘liirgs 
LDI812171194 Paris Radio }rance International in 
French 1230 GMT 28 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted) Hocine 
Djoudi, Algerian ambassador to France, wos RF I's guest 
4 ie minutes ago. He gave a reaction to we kilang of the 
Your white fathers. 


[Begin Dyoud: recording) This was not an attack on 
French interests. It was an attack on human beings, 
against representatie¢ , of a holy religron. [Words indis- 
tinct] im a universal way, i 1s a reaction of indignation 
and horror, this is the reaction of the Algerian people as 
a whole. lend recording} [passage omitted] 


Discusses Handling of Hijacking 
1192812205494 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1830 GMT 28 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] The guest on Afrique Son on 
RFI ws Hocine Dyjoud:, the Algerian ambassador to 
France. He reacts, of course. to the killing of the four 
white fathers im Tizi-Ourou. He spoke to Isabelle 
Porraudot and Pierre Benoit: 





FRANCE 4 


[Begin recording] ([Dyoud:] Thrs was mot an attack oF 
French mmterests. It was an attack on human bernes 
against representatives of a holy reingeon [words indi 
tenct] mm a universal way. fons 2 rcactson of mdroenatoon 
and horror, thrs rs the reaction of the Algeria poopic as 
a whole 


{Benow} After the hostage-taking and the swccess of the 
GIGN [National Gendarmene Action Group) operation 
your government capressed its satisiactson. bul « thr 
satrsfaction whoichearied. of docs vt aot also comiam an 
clement of regret’ 


[Djoud:] We are not gong to hand out cerinficates 
satssfaction of cupress regrets about a very delicate aftan 
that started off m Algeria with thes hostage-tahing and al! 
the risks whech were [word mndrsimnct}. Algeria dealt wrt! 
thes affair im the best possible way, bearmeg m mund bo! 
the principle that one musi not give om to the blackman 
of terrorists and one musi show total 100 percent deter 
mination, ond sccond, the sccond principle. that onc 
must ensure the preservation of human lic 


In the way thes affair was managed im Algeers., relatoons 
contacts with the French authorities were mammianed at 
all tomes, and | think we followed the developmen! of 
events together 


[Porrandet] Another question the French media ar 
heong accused of semsatronainsm im ther treatment of thers 
cress today by Algeria 


{Dyouds} | think we have mammtamned an atirtude of 
prudence, we have oct made valuc pudegcmenis about 
what 1s being said or » “itten. In what has happened vou 
can find reasons for no.conal pride. Everyone has thew 
own, everyone must render unto Cacsar that whech os 
Caesar's. | thenk everyone—and thrs applies to states as 
well as to human beings—shorld show mutual respect 
especially when this respect 1s partrcularly justified on the 
current circumstances. 


[Benoit] Nevertheless we can feel there 1s some critecrem 
regard ng the mage given by the French and European 
media of the polit ai situation in Alecra” 


[Djoud:] The political situation in Algeria ts one which | 
think the French authoritees involved know al! about 
We are faced with a phenomenon of terror om, 4 ter 
rorism whose source hes m the instrumentalizatoon |as 
heard] of the phenomenon that started off in \iphan 

stan, which people do not talk about any more sence that 
country has been left to its unhappy fate—and thongs 
have gone on mute or les. everywhere m the Arab world 


Outside any criticisms we could make about the man- 
agement of our affoirs mm the past. | thenk of 1s fan to 
attribute part of 1 to what 1s an endogenous cause and 
manipulation and activ:.y from the outside I think what 
we are dong mn running our affairs, both polrtrcally —-and 
everyone has to recognize evervihing that has been done 
to embark on true dialogue—and what has bem started 
on the economuc level after the agreement with the IMI 
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the agreement on rescheduling. which means that since 
15 May, more than 2.000 mvestment projects have been 
approved, leading to the creation of 50,000 jobs, which 1s 
a huge number for a country like Algeria. [end recording] 


tHestages Imply Airport Collusion 
LD2812195294 Paris T¥-1 Television Network in 
French 1900 GMT 28 Dec 94 


[Passages contained within quotation marks are 
recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Conditions were very unusual 
when th~ passengers of the Air France Airbus embarked 
on the flight that was to be hyacked. Hostages, speaking 
to TF1, assert that the regulation procedures were not 
followed, and this would mmply large-scale collusion 
inside the airport. Philippe Morand reports 


{Morand] When they arrived at Algiers airport on Sat- 
urday morning [24 December] several passengers 
noticed the absence of police inside the airport 


{Unidentified hostage on tele shone] “Usually they keep 
back those people who do nut have tickets for that day, 
and they are forbidden to enter the airport area. That day 
everyone could get in, both those travelling and those 
seeing them off.” 


{Morand] This surprised a lot of Algerians in the ter- 
minal. Usually the procedures for the embarkation of Air 
France passengers are lengthy, with special conirols. Last 
Saturday this did not happen: 


[Ferhat Mehenni, Kabyle singer. hostage] “The baggage 
search at the entrance of the airport was not carned out 
(although) it was a flight for Paris: second, there was no 
body search at the entrance to the boarding gate, and 
departure for the plane took Mace 15 minutes earher 
than usual.” 


[Morand] When the passengers on Saturday's flight 
boarded the coaches taking them to the Airbus. there 
were no police accompanying them. When they arrived 
at the plane, the passeagers were not guidec by the 
airport security service, which 1s the usual practice. Nor 
was there ey final check. Only one man, of Algerian 
origin, whon, some took for a policeman in plain clothes 
and others for an agent wearing the Air France colors, 
collected the boarding cards. 


[Unidentified hostage on telephone] “There were no 
police. Everyone noticed it. Personally, | was surprised 
to see this. It was very unusual.” 


{Morand] According to our information. police were 
there in a minibus before the passengers boarded the 
Airbus, but after being called away for an unknown 
reason, they left the area of the Air France plane. Then 
another strange thing: 
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[Mehenni] “A number of pezsonalities who should have 
taken the same flight were advised at the last minute to 
return home.” 


{Unidentified correspondent] “Who advised them 
against taking this flight?” 


[Mechenni] “That ts something that needs to be dis- 
overed.” 


[Morand] Just as it needs to be discovered whether there 
w-s possible collusion inside the airport, which would 
have allowed the four hostage-takers, dressed as 
policemen. to board the Air France Airbus. 


Dailies Discuss Effects of Airline Hijacking 


Investments in Algeria May Suffer 
BR2812145294 Pants LE FIGARO (LE FIG-ECO 
Supplement) in French 28 Dec 94 p iil 


{Article signed ““M.-F.C.": “Economic Relations 
Between Paris and Algiers Maintained] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The terrorist action conducted 
over the past weekend by the GIA [Armed Islamic 
Group] against an Air France plane reopens the debate 
over a the appropriateness cf an increase in aid to 
Algeria. 


“The Algerian problem will not be resolved by the 
European Umon, but reformers in that country must be 
strengthened and given the feeling that they are part of 
the international family,” a senior European official said 
a few days before the 24 December hostage-taking at 
Algiers airport. The remark becomes fully understand- 
able the day after the end of this terrorist acticn for 
which the GIA has claimed responsibility. 


France, which argued at the 8-9 December Essen Euro- 
pean Council for a policy of balanced aid among the 
countries of the East and those of the Mediterranean 
now faces a new challenge: Should financial aid to 
Algicrs be accelerated to stem the rise of radical funda- 
mentalism? 


In Paris, the feeling is that since Algeria concluded an 
accord with the IMF last April, it has every mght to 
benefit from Community aid (a first allotment of 
ECU200 million should be allocated soon), while 
Ukraine, in particular, is far from mecting the conditions 
set by the international financial institutions, which, 
however, should not prevent it from receiving credits 
from Brussels. 


Investments Turned Sour 


From the bilateral standpoint, the situation 1s the same. 
“France is not fully supporting Algeria, but it also is not 
letting it down.” a French official stated yesterday 
Algerian Ambassador to France Hocine Dyoud: called in 
turn for preserving the good economic relations between 
Paris and Algiers. “Despite the current difficulties, we 
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must Carry on trade and economic relations between the 
two countnes for their benefit and that of all the 
Maghreb countries,” he stated. 


France's support for Algeria. sharply criticized by the 
Muslims, represents some 6 billion francs [Fri per year. 
For 1994 alone. Algicrs benefited from Fr5 billion in 
private credits secured by Coface [French External 
Trade Insurance Company]. 


“A package which represents a very important political 
gesture on the part of the French Government, consid- 
ering the risks incurred by French companies in Alge- 
ria,” a foreign trade expert stresses. 


The outstanding total private credits granted to Algeria 
and guaranteed by Coface amount to Fr3! billion. 


As to French imports from Algeria. although they fell in 
1993 compared to 1992 (down 22 percent). they were 
Fr7.8 billion last year. Exports recorded an increase of 1 
percent over the same period, to Fri i.9 billion. In the 
first 10 months of 1994. they rose to Fri0.6 billion. 
Imports reached Fr6.7 billion. 


As can be seen, France remains one of Algeria's main 
trading partners. However. French investments in that 
country have turned sour recently due to the recurrence 
of terrorist actions. The trend wiil be difficult to reverse. 


Position Toward Algeria Noted 
BR2812144894 Paris LE FIGARO in French 28 Dec 94 
pd 


{Article by Patrick de Saint-Exupery: “Parts in the Alge- 
rian Trap” ] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Thirty-two years after Algeria's 
independence, France finds itself pushed against its will 
to find a way out of neutrality. 


In freeing the hostages of flight AF 8969, France certainly 
scored a point against the Islamists. But it risks being 
caught up in a complicated situation. Yesterday morn- 
ing’s murder of four priests, three French and one 
Belgian, 1s a tragic reminder that, in the Algerian crisis, 
Paris remains at the mercy of a situation which is beyond 
any control. 


Like thousands of Algerians who have no desire to 
become involved in a civil war, the French Government 
has found itself forced to take sides in recent days. The 
goal of the Islamists is clear: To push Paris to a break 
with the Algiers authorities by using all the symbolism of 
terrorism to discredit an Algerian Government engaged 
in a policy of full-scale repression. In the same fashion, 
the intentions of the “eradicators” currently in power are 
also transparent: To play on the fear of terrorism and of 
Islamic contamination to gain a perfect solution from 
Paris. Curiously, 32 years after Algeria's independence, 
France thus finds itself, and against its will, in the 
position of an arbitrator. 


FRANCE il 


Alain Juppe may repeat over and over again: “We do not 
support one regime or the other in Algeria: our only 
interest 15 democracy,” he 1s barely heard. The actions 
against France are much easier to conduct and much 
more profitable from the propaganda standpoint: Has 
not Parts always been presented by the Algerian author- 
ities and intellectuals as their country’s deus ex machina? 


Caught, as Alain Juppe phrased i, between “the fanatics 
of the FIS [Islamic Salvation Front] and “those who see 
im total repression and total security the only solution to 
the drama Algeria is experiencing,” Paris has no other 
recourse. Other than to submit—-closing the French 
consulate in Algiers following the terrorist attack against 
the Ain Sallah housing complex, closing the French lycee 
in Algiers, ritually condemning the murder of French 
nationals—and to sometimes react, blow sor blow, when 
attacks are launched directly against French interests, 
like Air France's Airbus. 


This risky practice 1s made all the more dangerous by the 
fact that two extremist strategies are contending with 
each other in Algeria in a fight which does not hesitate to 
use any means. 


For all those who had their doubts, the Algerian Gov- 
ernment spectacularly proved its “determination” 
during the hijacking of the Air France plane: Refusing all 
compromise until late Sunday night [25 December], the 
Algerian authorities for a long tirre talked a “double 
language™ with their French counterpasts, according to a 


diplomat. 


No Solutions Near 


To put it bluntly, even while the hostages” lives were in 
danger, Algiers only sent information meant to be reas- 
suring to Paris. “At the time of the ultimatum con- 
cerning a French national, the Algerians claimed that it 
was a bluff.” a French diplomat affirmed yesterday. As 
to the dramatic dialogue Sunday evening at 2100 
between the cook of the French Embassy, called into the 
cockpit by the hyackers, and the Algiers control tower: 
“If you do not give permission for the plane to depart, 
they will kill me,” Paris had no official response. Like- 
wise, the French were not informed of the demand of the 
Airbus pilot, who on Sunday at 0800 asked to be put into 
contact with the French Embassy in Algeria 


These exchanges, recorded thanks to a special Iistening 
device installed by the French, were the reason why 
Alain Juppe questioned the attitude of the Algerian 
authorities on Sunday morning, and again yesterday 
evening: “We had to forcefully express our determina- 
tion to the Algerian authorities to not allow conditions to 
be created in which blood would be spilled in Algeria, as 
well as our desire to recover the aircraft,” Alain Juppe 
reiterated. 


Assuming that Paris has until now placed full confidence 
in Algiers, a wedge has now been driven between the two 
governments. The Islamists who, in their communique, 
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stated that they launched the attack im response to 
“France's unconditional political. miliary. and eco- 
nomic assistance,” can be more or less satssifed: The 
operation 1s not a complete failure. 


Especially s:ace Alain Juppe rssued a clear warning to the 
military figures currentl, in power in Algiers: “If one 
wants to participate in a democratic process,” he stated, 
“iL 1S Necessary to accept the rules of democracy, and the 
basic rule ss the rotation of power. When you win 
elections, that 1s very well; but when vou lose them, you 
leave.” This allusion to the cancellation of the first round 
of icerstative elections won in December 1991 by the FIS 
risks making many teeth grind im Algiers. 


Al tic same time. the foreign minister gave his assurance 
that “he does not believe there 1s a reason to change the 
political line with respect to Algeria.” According to a 
diplomat. the economic relations will not be called into 
guestion either The financial support to the Algenan 
Government denounced by the Islamists represents 
about 6 bilhon francs. Paris remains Algeria’s main 
suppher and its second customer. For Gilles Kepel, 
researcher at Cen (Center for International Studies and 
Research). today “nothing enables us to exclude the 
possibility that the Algerian political players will make 
other attempts to spread the conflict to France.” A threat 
all the more credible since. according to Alain Juppe. 
“Unfortunately, the solution to the Algerian drama ts 
nol near 


Mexican Devaluation Affects U.S. Investors 
BROVI2D114ARS94 Paris LES ECHOS in French 29 Dec 94 
pe? 


| Article by Jacques Hubert-Rodier: “The Mexican Crisis 
Will Leave Its Mark on US. Investors” ] 


[F BIS Translated Text] The Mexican crisis risks leaving 
its mark on many U.S. investors who feel betrayed by 
Mexico's decision to let the peso float. 


Subjected to a powerful financial buffeting, the Mexican 
peso, aficr its new descent into hell on Tuesday [27 
December}. showed signs of stabilization yesterday, even 
opening 20 centavos higher against the dollar. The 
Mexico Stock Exchange seemed to show more calm. A 
development which might not be accidental: According 
to some sources, Mexico has begun drawing on the $6 
billon credit line made available to u by the US. 
authorities last week. Since the beginning of the crisis 
last Tuesday, the Mexican currency has lost some 38 
percent of its value, and 43 percent since the beginning 
of the year. In the first quarter of 1994, the peso, 
considered greatly overvalued, lost 8.1 percent before 
reCOVCTINGE. 


Thes very shaky calm could give a respite to the govern- 
ment of the new president. Ernesto Zedillo, who will 
address the nation on the evening of 2 January. But the 
Mexrcan crisis, which appears far from over, has 
reminded foreign investors of the risks and threats facing 
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investments in developing countries, 12 years after the 
debt crisis. As noted by Marla Marron. analyst at the 
Wall Street investment bank Salomon Brothers, inves- 
tors who trusted thy Mexican policy of defending the 
peso can “now be skeptical and furious”: Just one month 
ago. the Mexican Government had reiteraied us firm 
intention to not adandon is currency. 


Weak U.S. Reaction 

For the analyst. who does not expect a “collapse of the 
situation™ in Mexico, investors should apparently turn 
back toward the United States and have a certain mis- 
trust of the other counties of Latin America The 
minister of the economy of Argentina, Domingo Cav- 
allo, who madi an emergency stop in New York ves- 
terday to reassure U.S. investors. was not mustaken. 
According to reports of his remarks, he affirmed that 
Argentina does not plan to follow Mexico's path and 
devalue its currency, stressing all the differences between 
the economic situations of the two countries. Domingo 
Cavallo was also to meet in New York with the president 
of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. Wilham 
McDonough. 


It as true that the defense of the Mexican currency has 
cost Mexico dearly. According to figures of the Mexican 
finance minister Jaime Serra Puche, dollar foreign 
exchange reserve are $6.5 billion al present, compared to 
$24 billion at the beginning of the year. From this 
standpoint, U.S. investors can question the weakness of 
the United States reaction. The American Treasury on 
Tuesday. when the peso lost 8.26 percent of its value in 
a single day. limited itself to confirr-ing that 1 was in 
contact with the Mexican and Canadian Governments 
within the framework of the NAFTA (North American 
Free Trade Agreement). “This statement is not enough 
for investors who want to know more.” Ms. Marron 
stressed. 


It is true that the sums invested in the countries of Latin 
America exceeded all expectations. In 1994, some $66 
billion in private capital sent south of the Rio Grande, of 
which some $43 billion were in portfolio and equity 
investment in companies. 


Article Views Balladur's Election Prospects 


BR2812161194 Paris LE FIGARO in French 28 Dec 94 
plo 


[Article by Franz-Olivier Giesbert: “Can Edouard Bal- 
ladur Lose?”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Politically and scientifically. the 
prime minister has the best chance. But politics 1s not an 
exact science. 


“You had better fight with your luck than with your 
sword.” says an Arab proverb. Until now, Edouard 
Balladur has enjoyed an asset which few politicians can 
boast of: One would say that the heavens are with him. 
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The successful assault by the GIGN [Natsonal Gendarm- 
ene Intervention Group] troops against the terrorists on 
Ai France's Airbus 1s like a final bouquet for Edouard 
Balladur’s performance at the end of the year. before the 
final run-up to the presidential elections. With [Interior 
Minister] Charles Pasqua. the prime minister managed 
the crisis with the blend of calmness and determination 
which characterizes him. He demonstrated that he 
knows how to take risks. He scored a major point. 


Can he lose? Since the withdrawal of Jacques Delors. the 
former “star” of the opinion polls who seemed impos- 
sible to beat. all the opinion polls without exception 
show Edouard Balladur ahead, and even with a large 
lead, of Jack Lang or Jacques Chirac. The prime minister 
will thus enter the year im the position of the favored 
candidate. 


Of course, opinion polls cannot be trusted. They tend to 
he. In 1969. they announced Alain Poher's victory: 
George Pompidou won. In 1974, they gave Jacques 
Chaban-Delmas every reason to hope: Valery Grscard 
d Estaing beat him im less tome than i takes to write 
about it. In 1981. they pointed to Valery Grscard d'Es- 
taing: Francors Mitterrand was elected. Several months 
before the 1988 election. Raymond Barre seemed to be 
the future happy winner. We know what happened. 


Except for this: France is beginning to approach that 
somewhat magic moment when it makes its choice, in its 
collective unconscrence, while the candidates have not 
even declared themselves and the campaign has not 
officially begun. This 1s how, twice in a row, the French 
people decided in favor of Francors Mitterrand, during 
the holiday season: In 1981 and 1988 alike, the game was 
won for him between Christmas and the New Year. 


On the road, or rather the boulevard, which 1s open 
before him. Edouard Balladur should nonetheless find a 
few obstacles. Everything will depend on his ability to 
remove them during a campaign which will be very 
tough. It will be a new experience for him. He is not 
accustomed to the hustings. Nor 1s he the type to think 
that a presidential election 1s won, in Jacques Chirac’s 
phrase, “with the teeth.” Nesther 1s he the political 
neophyte complacently described, for different reasons, 
by his friends and his enemies. 


Balladur’s Rake 

Contrary to sayings, the prime minister does not disdain 
politics, far from it. Watch him. He may not be the 
Archangel Gabriel, but he 1s increasing his public 
appearances, which are often successful. For several 
months he has been traveling the country and going all 
over France, inaugurating, listening, giving speeches. He 
1s playing the game of virtual candidate played by Valery 
Giscard d'Estaing in 1981 and Francots Mitterrand in 
1988. He is weaving his cloth. 


Will he hold up until voting day? The prime minister has 
a number of assets. First of all, the economic recovery 
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which 1s confirmed by every study, indicator or statrstic- 
Even if st 1s slow to appear on the ground, especially im 
comsuMption, il 1s putting wind into the sales of French 
industry. Optimism 1s back among business leaders, 
whose morale has been low for several years. Contrary to 
the miracle answers of “the other policy” (weak franc 
plus withdrawal equals recovery). the government's eco- 
nomic policy has born frum. The government can now 
harvest 1. 


Next, by the force of the situation Edouard Balladur 1s 
head of the majority. Since the Right 1s globally legst:- 
mist, he spontaneously tends to turn toward it. The fact 
that he has done everything for his candidacy to appear 
“natural” and “obvious” changes nothing: It exists. In 
addition, the prime minister 1s deliberately at the center 
of the Raght's chess board in the position of rallier. He 
thus has a very large rake which can collect the voters of 
the National Front as well as those of the Center of 
Social Democrats. 


Finally, even if the wear and tear of power has affected 
him and even if he 1s not the least skillful mancuverer 
Edouard Balladur always seems to be a new man, 
floating lightly above the machinery. Look at his inner 
circle. It 1s made up of young people who are not 
characterized by the old structures: Nicoias Bazire. hrs 
cabinet chief, or Nicolas Sarkozy, his favorite minister, 
are around 40. As open as they are pugnacious, they have 
known how to gain the media's favor. 


Despite all his assets, Edouard Balladur 1s not at the end 
of his troubles. The Elysee 1s not given, it 1s taken. Often 
by the axe. And today, several dangers still threaten the 
prime muonister. 

Chirac’s Space 

The first danger: Jacques Chirac’s candidacy. Jacques 
Delors’ withdrawal stimulated and made it legitimate 
again. Before the president of the European Commission 
in Brussels pulled out, the prime minister seemed to be 
the only candidate who could have blocked his path. The 
mayor of Paris thus found himself in the position of 
“divider.” He no longer 1s. 


While his campaign until then had been dragging. 
Jacques Chirac, seemingly relieved, began throwing 
blasts and baits in all directions. For several months he 
had been searching for himself. Now, he has found 
himself. Pursuing a strategy of “fleecing forward,” he has 
been setting fire to every tree and attempting to enlarge 
his political space, especially by casting nets in the 
direction of an orphan Left which no longer believes in 
its leaders. Without scrimping. At the rate he is gong, 
the former RPR [Rally for the Republic] president might 
end up becoming, as an important minister notes ironi- 
cally, “the candidate of the Left.” His goal: To narrow 
the rather small gap separating him from Edouard Bal- 
ladur in the first round. This goal is within his reach. 


While waiting, Jacques Chirac, strengthened by the sup- 
port of [Forcign Minister] Alain Juppe and [National 
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Assembly Speaker] Philippe Seguin. 1s convinced that 
Edouard Balladur will not run. “He will not run,” he 
repeats with pleasure. “He cannot run. Al the last 
minute, sust before the barrier, he will stop.” Reinforced 
by hrs predictsons about Jacques Delors, whose with- 
drawal he had been announcing since the summer, he 
claims that the prime minister will also announce that he 
1S giving up. First. because psychologically he does not 
hike combat. And. according to Chirac’s supporters. 
because he wall not dare to confront the mayor of Paris in 
a head—to-head runoff in the second round. 


Barre’s Little Finger 


The second danger for Edouard Balladur: The growing 
strength of Raymond Barre. The former pnme minister 
already has a president's profile. He has a genuine 
impact on public opinion: Without moving so much as 
his little finger, he has always been able to stay al a rather 
high level on the opimon polls. Hrs comments against the 
parties and hus free spirit correspond better to the spirit 
of the tumes than in 1988. His name has not been 
associated with the political scandals of recent months. 
On the “affairs” and corruption, he has a viewpoint 
which im many respects resembles that of Philippe de 
Villers. The great attacker of “king money,” the Rhone 
deputy quite unconsciously meets the populist expecta- 
tions of part of the public opinion. 


Will he be the third person to profit from the open 
guerrilla war between Jacques Chirac and Edouard Bal- 
ladur? If the UDF [Union for French Democracy] wants 
to line up a representative in the competition, Raymond 
Barre 1s the only genuinely credible candidate, with 
Valery Grscard dEstaing still in the background. The 
Rhone deputy ts not advancing cautiously because he 
lacks determination. He 1s taking small steps toward his 
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candidacy. It does not matter if Edouard Balladur 
decides to pick up the pace by announcing his candidacy. 
it is reported, in mid-January. The former prime muin- 
ister does not intend to hurry. 


For now, Raymond Barre is scrutinizing the country 
with his mocking eye. asking for advice and licking hrs 
lips. He ts already in the opinion polls without even 
having declared his candidacy. If the polls were to give 
him 15 percent of the intended votes. it 1s obvious that 
he would run without hesitation, with the support of part 
of the UDF. He has said as much to those who have 
talked with him im recent days. 


Raymond Barre has always predicted the “downfall” of 
this political system which he spea’- -f with great 
contempt. In his opimion, t has hapm: — Or almost 

One thing ts sure: Petitioners are already lining up in hrs 
office on Boulevard Saint-Germain, and the Rhone 
deputy 1s beginning to recruit. 


The last dangers for Edouard Balladur: Surprises can fall 
at any moment on the roof of the Hotel Matignon [prime 
minister's office]. 


One “affair™ can hide another. Even if the Left no longer 
seems capable of winning, an upsurge ts always possibic. 
as was seen with the Delors wave this fall. France. 
irritable and discouraged, can still be carried away by a 
new infatuation. Charles Pasqua, a charismatic figure. at 
ease in the countryside, has not said his final word. 
Valery Grscard d'Estaing is always available. There are 
several months remaining until voting day. In poirtics. 
that 1s a century. 


Politically, Edouard Balladur has the best cards. Scien- 
tifically, the best chances. But politics 1s not always an 
exact science. “If the prime minister does not win, some 
other will,” the saying goes. 
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Standoff Emerges as Parties Meet President 
LD2812142894 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 1230 GMT 28 Dec 94 


[Passages within quotation marks recorded] 


{FBIS Translated Text] Today ts the third day of consul- 
tations at the Quirinale Palace [president's office] and 
today—whuch ts probably the key day—it is the turn of the 
major parties to mect the president. In their meetings with 
the head of state, the Northern League and the Progres- 
sives sand that they were opposed to carly elections. 
Furthermore, as far as Umberto Bossi is concerned, a 
second round of consultations ts necessary in order to try 
to resolve the political crisis that 1s becoming increasingly 
drawn out. At present. Gianfranco Fini, the leader of the 
National Alliance. 1s meeting President Scalfaro. Fabrizio 
Ferragni ts at the Quirins‘: Palace for us: 


[Ferragni] On thes first day of consultations with the 
political groupings it is clear that a standoff is emerging. 
On the one hand. we have those who are rejecting the call 
for early elections and on the other we have those who 
are asking for the elections to take place immediately, 
and this group includes Gianfranco Fini. First of all, let 
us listen to the statements of those who are opposed to 
early elections. 


[Gianm Mattiol:, from the Greens] “We are in full agree- 
ment with the head of state and so for the time being we are 
trying to carry out the will of the people—which we 
strongly represented—that there 1s no reason to dissolve 
this parliament. Then there will be a second phase—once it 
has been confirmed that there will be a new government— 
then we will deal with the problem of how.” 


[Umberto Bossi, from the Northern League] “It seems to 
me that a large majority 1s emerging that does not want 
to go to the polls. Only Berlusconi and some of his 
friends want this. Since this reality cannot be denied, 
then we must begin to build. Of course there will be a 
second round of talks.” 


[i erragni] In other words, it is clear from the words of 
Gianni Mattiol: from the Greens and Umberto Bossi, the 
leader of the Northern League. that the idea of a second 
round of negotiations 1s emerging. Once it 1s established 
that the majority of parliament does not want to be 
dissolved, then it will have to be seen how to form a new 
government. The league ts proposing either a regulation- 
implementing government or an institutional govern- 
ment. The Progressives, on the other hand, are asking for 
a government with a core policy. 


At this moment, Fini, the leader of the National Alli- 
ance, 1s coming out of the president's office, then we can 
g0 over to him. 


[Fini] “We are aware that there are two realities that 
cannot be ignored. The first consists of the fact that early 
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elections are an option thal 1s constitutionally unques- 
tionable and those like us who believe thal a return to the 
polls is the best solution to this crisis have a democratic 
sensibility and respect for the well being of our country. 
which 1s at least as great as those who maintain that we 
should not go to the polls. The second reality thal we saw 
clearly mm the head of state 1s that the unmistakable 
electoral results of 27 March cannot be betrayed. The 
head of state confirmed that he believed that the crisis 
would be difficult to resolve and we confirmed to the 
president that it was our opimion that fresh cliections 
were inevitable and that the government to bring the 
country to the polls was the last government that 
obtained the confidence of the chambers.” 


[Ferragni] We have just heard the siaiement made by 
Fini. We have had confirmation of the bitter standoff 
between those who want cliections and those who do not. 


Negotiations are continuing and this afternoon i will be 
the turn of Berlusconi, Rocco Buttighone and the Com- 
munist Refoundation party. 


Deadlock Continues 


LD2912121694 Rome RAI Due Television Network in 
Italian 1045 GMT 29 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] The fourth day of consultations 
began at the Quirinale Palace to try and find a solution to 
the increasingly confused political crisis, which has 
become so mvolved that there 1s already talk of a 
probable second round of consultations between Presi- 
dent Scalfaro and representatives of the parliamentary 


political groups. 


This morning, President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro will meet 
with members of the Christian Democratic Center, the 
Party of the Democratic Left [PDS], and the federalist 
Liberal-Democrat Group. Rocco Tolfa 1s following the 
situation for us at the Quirinale Palace. Is it not truc, 
Rocco, that the president has already met most of the 
delegations” 

[Tolfa} Yes, he has met most of them and he is now 
holding talks with Massimo D’Alema, secretary of the 
PDS. As you were saying in the studio, today heralds the 
fourth day of consultations and there will be others 
because the head of state intends to hold a second round 
of talks in the New Year. A standoff has emerged from 
this first round of talks between those who want elections 
immediately (Forza Italia and the National Alliance) and 
those who do not want elections (the Progressives, the 
Northern League, and the Popular Party). Therefore, the 
crisis 1s becoming increasingly drawn out. 


As we said before, the head of state 1s currently holding 
talks with Massimo D’Alema. Before him, the president 
received the delegation from the Christian Democrat 
Center [CCD]. We can see the pictures now [video shows 
Christian Democrat Center delegation]. Pierferdinando 
Casini [leader of the CCD] explained that his party 1s 
remaining loyal to the government alliance. The party 
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belseves that a solution to the crisis must be based on the 
results of 27 March, in other words from within the 
Freedom Alliance. If this ts not possibie, then the CCD 15 
asking for an immediate ciection. 


Thes ts all for now. 


Berlusconi Requests Elections 
LD2812170694 Rome RAI Due Television Network in 
ltalian 1600 GMT 28 Dec 94 


[President Silvio Berlusconi statement in Rome at the 
Quirinale Palace. broadcast in progress—tive] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] ..according to an electoral law 
and a first-past-the-post system, which was wanted by 80 
percent of Italians. This first-past-the-post system led to 
a clear-cut result: a coalition—the Freedom-Good Gov- 
ernment Alliance—won the elections and was given the 
mandate to run the country, and so | believe that 11 1s the 
right of citizens to have the government that they them- 
selves have chosen. 


The government began to work with a component of the 
coalition that ummediately began to criticize and began 
calling itself both a government and an opposition 
movement. This criticism led to a series of negative 
consequences that took their toll on the work of the 
government, which was working with a firm determina- 
tron to mmplement its own program and the aspirations 
of the people. This had a negative impact, as you well 
know, on the markets, on the value of the lira, on the 
stock exchange, and on the economy. 


It was a a difficult period during which the other political 
forces that made up the government, those coalition 
forces that respected the wishes of the electors, did all 
they could, perhaps more, in order to give the country a 
series of necessary measures, according to the aspirations 
of the people and of the joint electoral promises. How- 
ever, the leader of this ruling coalition partner attempted 
a different political maneuver, which everyone called the 
U-turn, by trying to turn the ruling coalition desired by 
the voters into a minority, which all the electors who had 
determined its election and the members of his party had 
voted against. 


This gave rise to—also because the movement was 
embraced by the secretary of the Popular Party, Buttigli- 
one—a serious attempt in a grave moment of crisis, | 
would say of almost institutional crisis in the country. 
This maneuver appears to have failed, but nevertheless 
we still do not have the backing of one of the members of 
the coalition—the Northern League—irrespective of 
what the rank-and-file members of his parliamentanans 
want. Furthermore, it does not respect what the electors 
of the Freedom Alliance, who determined the election of 
the Northern League's candidates, wanted, but it also 
does not respect what those who voted for the Northern 


League wanted. 
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Thess has given mse to a situation im parhament whic! 
does not represent the living and truce reality im the 
country. In our opinion, this assumes the proportions of 
a Colegitimization of the parliament rtself. In thrs situa- 
ton, what can we do’ The only solution we envisage. the 
best solution, 1s that of returning to the clectors and 
telling them that 1s a new Opportunity to establish who rs 
mght and who ts wrong, who must govern and who must 
form the opposition. 


Ewery other solution apart from this clear-cut and precise 
solution apyears to us to be an old-style sleight-of-hand 
game tha, *clongs to the old partyocracy rather than to 
the new first-past-the-post system. For this reason. we 
told the president clearly that whatever government. 
regardiess of its name—whether it be a technical govern- 
ment, an imiciim government, a silly season government. 
an institutional government, etcetera—1s considered by 
us to be a hodgepodge government or, worse still, m 
certain cases as a swindic, like a film, a bad film that we 
had hoped never to see again. 


We also believe that calling an ciection as soon as 
possible 1s something that offers many great advantages 
to the country mm many ways. We believe that a will 
prevent social unrest because the fact that the date of the 
elections 13 fixed :mmediately means that the unease. the 
mdignation that in some cases—and | have seen this for 
myself—has taken hold of the electorate—who believe 
that they have been deprived of their vote. feel cheated, 
and feel betrayed—will be eliminated. | belreve that the 
acnmony of the political standoff would be lessened and 
I beleve that months and months of governmental 
imactivity would be eliminated. | therefore believe that 
the entire country would benefit from this, and. in 
particular, the economy of the country. which needs 
certainties. 

Often my political adversaries have accused me of not 
having kept certain promises, including the promise of 
creating | million new jobs. | have already explained on 
other occasions that I am still firmly convinced of the 
potential of our economy to provide more than | million 
jobs. However, this can only be based on certainties. 


A businessman cannot be persuaded to invest, cannot be 
persuaded to take on staff, if he does not have certainty 
in the future of the country, if he does not have a 
government he can count on, a government that facil- 
tates his efforts and the risks he has taken, a government 
that guarantees that taxes will not be increased in a way 
that is perceived as being punitive by businessmen, a 
government that guarantees that the bureaucratic appa- 
ratus is one that provides help for those who take risks 
instead of hampering them. A businessman cannot 
invest and take on staff if he is not sure of keeping them 
on after five or six months or a year. In order to do this, 
a businessman must be certain that there will be stability 
in the government of the country—a stability that a 
certain government partner has never guaranteed but 
which instead has always threatened the opposite. 
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in thes sttuation we truly beleve that we must hold 
electrons, that we must once again consult the citizens. 
We beleeve that we must proceed toward this with this 
government, with the current government, which has 
already been appoimted to take charge of the day-to-day 
running of the country. This happens in ail of those 
coustnes whech have a first-past-the-post system. It 1s 
the government which 1s in charge of the country's 
executive that brings the country to the polls. Come to 
thonk of 1. how could another government, with all the 
tume-wasting that there would be, act in a decisive way” 
I do not say *4a* there would not be time % grasp the 
probiems., bul there would not even be tame to get to 
know those people with whom i 1s necessary to work. 


Therefore, we laid out our vision of things before the 
pressdent and we asked him to call elections and to 
proceed toward them with thes executive. There have 
been obsectsons that there are rules that favor the exec- 
utrve. These have been mentioned already, and | will 
take thes opportunsty to do so again: these rules are 
detrimental to the coalition which runs the country. 
They are detrimental because they forbid electoral 
broadcasts during the last month of the campaign. 
because they call for equal media access to all the 
polnal forces m the running, small parties as well as 
large parties. Thes 1s detrmental to the party which | 
represent. to Forza ltala, whose swpport stands at 
around §) percent. The party would have the same 
airtime as the Northern League. whose support stands at 
around three percent, a tenth of the support. 


Not to mention the press—I mentioned this the other 
day. From our calcwlations—which I believe to be reli- 
able. because you kmuw the situation very well because | 
mentioned mt the «:cer day—from our calculations, 
which | beheve te be accurate—4,750,000 copies of 
papers which have an editorial line which certainly does 
not support the Freedom-Good Government Alliance 
are sold, compared to 750,000 copies of papers which 
have a line that supports us. 


| belveve that you cannot tell lies to the people because all 
cm has to do rs switch on the television and see that 11 1s, 
above all, left-wing politicians who take center stage 
everywhere. both on the public and private channels. 
Thrs 1s, above all, our pomt of view: elections as soon as 
possible, without the need for a new government, which 
would only cause problems for the country and its 
economy. This 1s our pomt of view, which we strongly 
believe mm. It is a clear-cut stance, a calm stance, a firm 
stance, a position that 1s shared by all the parliamentar- 
sans, and | repeat, all the Forza Italia parliamentarians. 


1 recently read, even today, that there have been posi- 
tions taken by certain members that would appear to be 
at odds. One of the members is present and he can 
confirm his own view. | have spoken to others and this 
concerns ideas regarding tactics, ideas that some have 
called a school of thought, but on the idea of the 
usefulness for the country of going to an early poll with 
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thrs government. on thrs point there ss total and absolutc 
agreement within the ranks of Forza tala 


I beleve that I am also able to affirm that there ss 
agreement among the other partees in the Freedom-Grood 
Government Alliance. of those groups who remained 
loyal to the wish cxpressed by the clectors with the vote 
on 27 March. 


Differences in Forza Malia 
LD2812144794 Rome RAI Uno Televison Network’ m 
Italian 1230 GMT 28 Dee 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] On the day after the internal 
Clarification. the movement ied by Umberto Boss: has 
not spin, but the real confrontation has been put back to 
the party conference m February. Francesco Pronat: 
reports. 


{Pronats] Everyone at the Northern League rs satisfied on 
the day after the clarification. Umberto Boss: 1s satisfied 
because he managed to prevent his group from tearing 
itself apart and the dissidents are happy because thes 
have killed off the possibility of an alliance with the 
Party of the Democratic Left. The watchword now ts 
institutional governmeni—a government «hoch. the sup- 
porters of Roberto Maron: maintain. cannot excluck 
Forza Italia and the Christian Democrat Center. How- 
ever, the real reckoning will take place in February Lum 
Negri. from the League. explained that if the political 
lines remain divided then there will be two candidates 
for the post of party secretary 


There 1s also movement within the ranks of Forza haha 
The people concerned say that it 1s excessive to speak of 
splits, but there are certainly different points of view on 
how to overcome the crisis. If President Scalfaro con- 
tinues to veto carly clections and a new government icd 
by Silvio Berluscom, then. Raffacle Della Valic 
explained, the party will have to look to a government 
led by another member of Forza lala. a government 
based on the current ruling coalition—the one that won 
the elections. Della Valle said that this ruling coalition 
will not include Bossi. who has shown himsci! to be 
unrehabic and to be an ally of the Popular Party. The 
solution, nevertheless, will have to be agreed upon by the 
parliamentary groups themselves and if this idea does 
not find favor, then, he said, there will be no problem 
and no split. 


The opimon of Andrea Dotti, leader of Forza lala in 
the Chamber of Deputies. 1s the same. although he 
maintains that such an idea can only be valid for a 


preelectoral government 


Forza Italia says that it 1s only debating options and that 
there 1s no dissent. The party says that its position 
remains the same: esther a government led by Silvio 
Berlusconi or carly clections. Elio Vito, deputy chairman 
of Forza Italia deputies, has told Dott: that if he does not 
agree with this line then he should resign 
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Northern League Rejects Early Elections 
LD2812109994 Rome RAI Toleideo Teletext in hhalian 
1807 GMT 28 Dec 94 


[FRIS Translated Text] Yes to an mstitutional govern- 
ment and no to carly clections. This was the stance on 
the government crisis which emerged al the end of a 
meeting of the Northern League's senators. 


The outcome of the mecting. which was reveaicd by 
Instrtutional Reform Minster Francesco Sperons. was 
similar to that of yesterday's mecting of the Northern 
League's deputies. 


The Northern League. said the chairman of the party's 
senators, Francesco Tabladin:, “1s once again compictely 
united, except for dialectic differences and for «ane 
sugecstions that may be addressed later.” 


Ferrara Demands Snap Elections 
LDI812151994 Rome RAI Teleideo Teletext in lalian 
1402 GMT 28 Dec 04 


[FBIS Translated Text] According to the government 
spokesman [and minster for parhamentary relations] 
Giuliano Ferrara | Forza Itaha}, the political crisis can be 
overcome by “immediate snap elections based on the 
current rules that have worked very well. They have 
worked so well that the treacherous action of a swindicr 
has been necessary im order to subvert them.” “The 
problem 1s the date of the elections and on this pornt all 
loyalist forces within the ruling coalition elected on 27 
March are in agreement,” he added. 


“Can the vote of the Italian people be ignored? If this 1s 
the case. then one might think of one of the hodge-podgc 
governments proposed by Umberto Boss: [Northern 
League}. Rocco Buttighone [Itahan Popular Party], and 
Massimo D'Alema [Democratic Party of the Left}, he 
said 


Bertinotti Suggests Transitional Government 


1.D2812190894 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in lalian 
832 GMT 28 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] “A short-lived transitional gov- 
ernment that would implement reforms and take the 
country to fresh elections.” This was the way indicated 
by Fausto Bertinotti, the secretary of the Communrst 
Refoundation Party, to President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro. 


This government, from which only the National Alliance 
would be excluded, would only have three objectives: the 
implementation of the agreement with the umrons on 
pensions, antitrust legislation for the media, and new 
regulations for 1995 local elections. 


Buttiglione Suggests ‘Solution’ 
LD2812190894 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in lalian 
1780 GMT 28 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] A “technical-political govern- 
ment” which gathers together all “the parliamentary 
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convergences” of all the politecal partees that are keen to 
find a solution to the problems of the country. 


This ss the solution put forward by Rocco Buttighone. 
the leader of the Itahan Popular Party. to President 
Oscar Lusg: Scalfaro im order to resolve the government 
crisis 


The prime minister, added Buttsighonc, musi be “a very 
esteemed personality ~ 


Capute Views Government Crisis 
BRI8S12161694 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Htalran 28 Dec 94 p 3 


{interview with Liveo Caputo. Itahan under secretary of 
foreign afiairs, by Rodolfo Brancol:, place and date not 
given: “Be: luscon: Should Do the Same as Goolitts™] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Rome—(|passage omitted] 
[Brancoli] What are the internatvonal repercussions of 
the government crisis” 


[Caputo] An outgoing government mects only multilat- 
eral commitments. All the rest grinds to a halt: we wall be 
confined to routine maticrs and will lose tome m our 
preparations for the intergovernmental conference to 
revise the Maastricht Treaty. and perhaps we will also 
miss Opportunities on other fronts that are im a state of 
flux. Our accession to the UN Security Council im a 
week's teme was supposed to mark our return to the 
scene in a big way. al a tome when some very important 
decisions have to be made 


[Brancoli] So will negotiations with Slovenia come to a 
halt too” 


[Caputo] Inevitably, bilateral contacts have been sus- 
pended because of the crisis. Right now, after the elec- 
tions in Slovenia, in which the government stiffened tts 
stance in order to play the nathonalist card, there will be 
a pause. Our European partners are beginning to realize 
that our arguments are correct, but a delay could com- 
plicate matters. Now maybe the Slovenes will want to see 
what happens in our country 


[Brancol:] The foreign press has formed a very negative 
assessment of the outgoing government. After seven 
months you are still at square one. What pressures have 
been brought to bear on its foreign policy? 


{Caputo} There have been difficulties with the press, but 
not in contacts with governments, which are much more 
realistic and more constructive. They realized that t was 
possible to achieve a great deal with thes government, 
which enjoyed the voters’ support. Over Bosma, for 
instance, we have always cooperated effectively. despite 
our exclusion from the Contact Group, which we con- 
sider arbitrary. And with regard to Europe we have 
introduced an clement of realism, where perhaps before 
there was an excess of rhetoric. 
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{[Brancoli] Actually, Minister Martinc’s stances have 
caused considerable dismay. Do you really think we 
enjoy greater credibility abroad? 


[Caputo] There ts dismay, but wrongly so, because 
Martino has ;rovided a scientific foundation for ideas 
thet are very current in Europe. And we do cnyjoy 
credibility because we are starting to pursuc our own 
foreign policy. after a long verod of total scif- 
effacement, which has been transcended by hustorical 


devetopments. 


BRI8S1 2140894 Mian LA VOCE in Italian 27 Dec 94 p § 


[Interview with Rocco Buttighone, secretary of the 
It2han Popular Party. by Federico Orlando. place and 
date not given: “A Few Things To Be Done Right 
Away™] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Orlando] Today ts a new 
start. In the direction of what kind of government” 


{Buttighone] A government of truce, with a lofty mstitu- 
vonal profile, technically highly qualified. and com- 
prising all the parties or, rather, none of them. 


{Orlando} But Berlusconm: said that he is prepared to 
reestablish a government with the vestiges of his 
majority and to lead the country to an election. 


[Buttighone] If this majonty ts able to reunste. 1 1s 
entitled to govern. If not, and i seems that it cannot, 
there 1s no alternative political majority. But there 1s the 
problem of how to avert an election in order to avert the 
economic collapse of the country and of its famulies. So 
it i$ necessary to form a government not in order to hold 
an election but mm order to meet certain very urgent 
NECESSITIES. 


[Orlando] What are they” 


[Buttighone] Two in particular—a supplementary 
finance package, by February-March, and a law on 
pensions separate from the 1995 Finance Bill. This 
reform too must be carried out within a few months. 


{Orlando} What if we do not do that” 


{[Buttighone] We will stifle the existing economic 
recovery with intolerable interest rates and inflation, and 
we will miss the European boat. Perhaps nght now we 
can still ask it to wait for us, as we limp along. But 
Europe may wait for us a year or two only if it 1s certain 
that we will be moving in the nght direction. 


[Orlando] Is there anything else on the new government's 
agenda’ 

[ Buttighone| The media problem. There ts a ruling by the 
Constitutional Court that says that our media are unbal- 


anced, semimonopolized; they grant Fininvest and 
therefore Forza Italia an unjust advantage. Without rules 
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te govern the media. thers movement would start as 
faversie m an clectoral contest. Furthermore. we also 
need to draw up cicctoral legislation. So there are four 
things’ pensions, 2 suppicmentary finance package. the 
media. and ciectoral iegrslatron. It wall not take three 
years to acheeve thes. but « well take more than three 
months 


[Oriando] With a government comprising everyone. 


[Buttsghonc] Certainly a government that does not drs- 
cTrumunatc against anyone. | repeat: Everyone mcluded 
or, better sll, everyone excluded. We would support 
such a government 


[Orlando] Unce these four main problems have been 
resolved—whuich will take not three vears but more than 
three months —we could hold an clection. 


| Buttighone] Y cs. During the penod of the new govern- 
ment we must create a new polstical system, that 1s, 
alignments and .hew respective platrorms. | am con- 
vinced that Italy's two-party system will develop through 
the cxchange between the center and the moderate Left. 
The voters must be avle to choose between these two 
2lignments. If an clectron were to be held now, however, 
it would boil down to a referendum on Berlusconi's 
personal power 


[Orlando|] What should Berluscom do” 


[Buttighone; A ststesman rs pudged by hrs ability to take 
a step back. If Berluscom: can do so, he could have a 
crucial say on the subject of the prime monistership, he 
could try to relaunch the old masority with some new 
faces. 


[Orlando] But 1s 1t possibic that Forza Itala could want 
something of that kind” 


[Buttyghonc] Forza italia will have to show whether 1 is 
a team that can pass the ball from one to another in order 
to score a goal or whether «1s semply a structure to 
support Berluscom: as prime minister. In other words, 
the question 1s this: Are we to hold an election to choose 
our political forces or to choose a prince? This danger 1s 
implicit um the excessive personalization of politics. | 
repeat: Berluscom: would take two steps forward 
tomorrow if he were to take one step back today. 


[Orlando] Why” 


| Buttighone] Because he would now faciiitaie the birth of 
a new government committed to resolving, among other 
things. the conflict of mmterests, especially in the media, 
and nobody could say that such a government has 
favored Fininvest. This and other factors would greatly 
calm the atrnosphere. Thrs would help to build the center 
alignment, to be set against that of the democratic Left. 


[Orlando] You talk about a center pole with Forza Itaha. 
But 1s that not precisely where the toughest reactionary 
right-wing tendency les, in contrast to the liberal ten- 
dency” 
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[Butteghonc] | do not know how many tendencees ibere 
are withen Forza Itaha. Perhaps 1 would be more correct 
to say that Forza Itaha cupresses a state of mand vather 
than polvtecal and cultural stances. There ts a sector of 
the Itakkan meddle class that sdentfies with and that mn 
the past constituted the mass support for both Mussolini 
and De Gaspen. | want them to identify agai with a 
new-stvie De Gaspen-ism. [passage omitted] 


\Orlando} Would a government of truce make u possible 
tor the traupers, players, and supporters to return to thei 
proper roles” 


|Buttghone| (A government of truce would make i 
posseiMc to sct cach force mm ts proper place. Only when 
ihe center and the democratic Left are able to formulate 
moposals and plans will we be happy. Otherwise there 
will stoll be a danger that the two major areas, the 
rmaxtecraics and the progressives. will continuc to sdentify 
wrth fascrsm and communnm. well continue to vote 
agaist something rather than for them own blucprint. In 
oiher words, we mk the survewal and strengthening of 
the attutude of enmity. Only when im our country too, as 
m America and clsewhere. the broad masses of people 
vote for a partcular area, without being spit between 
different orgamzatons and yearning for authoritanan- 
vom, will we have turned our backs on that great cultural 
sickness of the present century—rdcology. 


|(rlande| Who should head thrs government of truce? 


|Buttmhone] An mdependent figure. We have not yet 
sugeested anyone in particular from among those whom 
we consider suitable. [Former Itahan Pressdent] Cossiga 
s cortamly among these. Among other things, hz has 
managed to combine two virtues: The ability to talk with 
evervone without trving to please everyone, and the 
atmility to make decisions without berg based. [passage 
omitted] 


Police Arrest Woman Taking Photos of U.S. Club 


1 P2971 085504 Rome RAl Uno Television Network in 
lralran GO800 GMT 29 Dec 94 


|FRBIS Translated Text] Strict controls have come imto 
force throughout Italy m order to prevent terrorist 
attacks following threats made by Islamic fundamental- 
sts) Members of specialist units from the raped response 
squads. special intervention groups, and Central Secu- 
rity Operations Group have had thew Christmas leaves 
cancelled 


\ woman of German nationality was arrested late yes- 
terday afternoon as she was taking photographs of the 
\'S. staff club at the port of Naples. Police found 
newspaper cuttings on the French airbus hyacking and 
photographs of numerous European politicians mm her 
hotel room. Furthermore, the woman was in possession 
of a number of bullets. Some years ago, an attack on 
another Amencan club m Naples led to a number of 
people berg killed and myured. 
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Further on Arrest 


LD2912110094 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
ltahan 1000 GMT 29 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] There ts alarm throughout 
Europe and partscularly mn France because of the fear of 
an escalation of Islamuc fundamentalist tcrrorrst activity. 
Checks have also been stepped up mm Itat+. In Naples. a 
woman was arrested after she was seen taking photo- 
graphs of a U.S. milttary personne! club 


[Reporter Massrmo Ravel] There 1s an antrterrorrst alert 
in Naples. Yesterday. new security measures came into 
force following the latest attacks carned out by the 
Islamec Jihad. These checks have led to the arrest of a 
woman, who from her passport detasis ss a German 
national. Her name ts reported to be (Marirse Wauter). 
aged 47. from Durbing. but ressdent m France. Further 
investigations are currently berg carried oul imto her 
identity. 


She was discovered by officers from the Marine Polwe 
while she was taking photographs of the American USO 
club. In April 1988, the same club, which was then 
located in Calata San Marco, was the target of a terrorist 
attack which led to a number of deaths and myuries. For 
security reasons, the club was then relocated to inside the 
port area, where until last night an Algerian tanker 
docked. 


The police officers became suspicious of the woman's 
behavior and stopped and searched her. They found 
some bullets on her person. In her hotc! room near the 
port, where the alleged terrorist found lodgings. some 
photographs were found which showed her in the com- 
pany of armed camouflaged men. Italian and forcign 
newspaper cultings concerning the recent airbus 
hyacking and photographs and dossiers of European 
political figures were also found. 


This worrying affair has placed certain areas of the city 
on red alert. 


Security Measures Tightened at Airports 
LD2812184694 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 1700 GMT 28 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Security measures have been 
tightened at Rome's Fiumicino airport and other Itahan 
airports following the hyacking of the Air France Airbus 
by Islamic fundamentalists, and im the wake of yester- 
day's massacre of four Catholic missionaries in Algeria. 
The decision was taken al a mecting at the Interior 
Ministry, which was attended by Interior Minister Rob- 
erto Maron: and by the directors of the Intelligence and 
Military Security Service and Intelligence and Demo- 
cratic Security Service. Similar measures have been 
taken throughout Europe because of the fear that Alge- 
rian terrorsts belonging to the Armed Islamic Group 
will strike again. 
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Pope Comments on Deaths of Priests in Algeria 


LD2812133894 Rome RAI Due Television Network in 
Italian 1200 GMT 28 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] in Algeria no traces have been found 
of the six-man commando wnt that yesterday killed four 
pnests—three Frenchmen and 2 Beigian The aggressors 
entered the monastery dragursed as policemen. Today. the 
pope in hrs traditional Wednesday ecncral audsence remem- 
bered the sacrifice of the four prests. Let's lesten to what be 
sand 
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[Begin Pope John Paul Il recording] Another dramatic 
event came to sadden the festiwe clirrate of the 
Christmas ceiebrations—the barbaric murder of four 
white fathers carrmed oul yesterday in Tizi-Ouvou in 
Algeria. | pray to God that the sacrifice of the four prests 
is the seed of reconciliation and peace which mduces 
everyone to chose the path of dialogue and reciprocal 
understanding. without which there ss no future for a 
society that 1s truly humaa. fend recording] 
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President Vetoes Bill of “Secrets” 
BRl812145194 Leshon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 27 Dec 94 p § 


[Report by Antonso Jose Temeia and Joao Pedro Hen- 
ngucs: “Belem Vetoes But Refutes Blockade™] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [President] Mario Soares 
once more vetoed the bill of the “secrets” because he 
considered that the balance between crtizens’ mghts and 
the state's micrests was not safeguarded. Neverihcicss 
Belem Palace agrees that “st would be rediculous to use a 
veto just to block any action by the government.” The 
Social Democratic Party [PSD] has already reacted by 
saying that Belem 1s try-ag to destabilize the govern- 
ment. [passage ornitied] 


The president may be forced to promulgate the bill if 
parhament—more specifically the “orange” majority— 
refuses to change the versson which was vetoed today. 


DIARIO DE NOTICIAS found out that Mario Soares 
considers that the “secrets” bill, whech has been drawn 
up by the government and by the majority, stil! fails to 
safeguard a balance—whick he admits 1s difficult but 
possibie—between state imteresis and citizens mghts. 
freedom. and guarantees 


A presidential source told DIARIO DE NOTICIAS that 
the essential aspect of the message to the Assembly fof 
the Republic] on whech his [the pressdential] veto 1s 
based 1s the fact that the president 1s making a pedagogic 
appeal for a new apprarsal. He also stressed that the 
president never compromises when 1 comes to nghts, 
freedoms. and guarantees. He added that this rssue 1s one 
between the presedent and the Assembly of the Republic. 
and not between the president and the government. 


[passage omiticd] 


The four major parties have already reacted. The PSD 
said mm a note from the secretary general's cabinet that 
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the veto “only has one obvious goal to obstruct. to 
drsturb, and to destabilize the government's actions.” 
According to the same text, Soares “clearly took the sede 
of the lefirst opposition. without any discretion and 
without any type of caution.” [passage omitted] 


Opinion Poll Shows Growing Bipolarization 
BR2> 12141694 Lishon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 26 Dec 94 pp 6-7 


[Report by Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa: “Striking Bipoilar- 
ation”) 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] An opimion poll commus- 
ssoned by DIARIO DE NOTICIAS/TSF/Eurc ste 1s the 
most recent opimon poll available at the moment [held 
between 14 and 2! December]. 


The Social Democratic Part»/Popular Party (CDS/PP}, 
which one month ago obtained 7.2 percent, drops to 4.9 
percent. The Communist Party [PCP] drops from 8.8 
percent to 73 percent. the Social Democratic Party 
[PSD] mses from 36.5 to 38.5 percent, and the Socialist 
Party rises 42.6 to 45.7 percent of the votes. The other 
parties lose 2 to 3 percent. The number of blank or 
mvald votes drops from two to 1.7 percent, the number 
of undecided votes drops—as could be predicted—from 
34.4 to 28.3 percent. [passage omitted] 
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Gevernment Condemns Terrorism in Algeria 
BRI912117794 Madrid EFE im Spanish 2030 GMT 
28 Dec 


{[Unattributed report: “Government Condemns Ter- 
rormsm in Algeria and Requests Repatriation of Spanrsh 
Nationals” } 

{[FBIS Tramsiated Text] Madrid, 28 Dec (EFE)— 
Speaking today on behalf of the government, Foreign 
Minster Javecr Solana cupressed “total condemnation™ 
of recent terrorist actions m Algevia and asked Spanish 
nationals whose presence “1s not indrspensabic. to leave 
the country.” 


In an overview of forceigr policy. Solana told EFE that he 
still hopes Algeria “will move, through ail its represen- 
tative forces anc 7s soon as possibic. toward an ciectoral 
process. Ideally. thes should take place mm the course of 
1995." 


“I hope thes dialogue process we are urging Algeria to 
Start, will take place among all representative forces as 
soon as possible.” he stressed. 


On the other hand, the minister cxpressed satisfaction 
over the cxpeditiows solution to the asrliner's hyacking. 
“with a minemum loss of human lives.” 


Solana also referred to the Spanish nuns who had been 

murdered, and once again called on “all non-essential” 

personnel to leave the country, although he recognized 

that “some Spaniards have affective tees there and, im 

et oe Ae SES Se NE oe 
.” 


Crisis Cabinet Meeting Held Over GAL Case 


BR2I812161294 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1340 GMT 
28 Dec 94 


[Unattributed report: “Romero (1U) Says Crisis Cabinet 
Met Last Night™] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Madrid, 28 Dec (EFE)—Antomo 
Romero, United Left (1U) spokesperson of the Congres- 
sional Committee of Justice and Interior, said today that 
the “crisis cabinet™ held a meeting last night to resolve 
the GAL [Antiterrorist Liberation Groups] affair. 


According to a news conference held by Romero, the 
meeting was attended by [Prime Minister] Felipe Gonza- 
lez, [Deputy Prome Minister] Narcrs Serra, [Interior and 
Justice Minister] Juan Alberto Belloch, Alfredo Perez 
Rubaicaba [menrster for the prime minister's office], and 


[government spokesperson] Rosa Conde. 
The government has to explain the substance of this 


meeting to the country, and also whet it intends to do 
about the GAL case, according to the 1U deputy. 


Romero wondered “in whose hands the country's fate 
hes” if t was agreed at this meeting that the Socialist 


group would oppose the government's appearance before 
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Results of Winter Oririon Poll 
BR2I012142894 Madrid EL PAIS im Spanish 18 Dex 94 
pp i, 15-16 


{Unattriouted report: “People’s Party Has 7.5 Percent 
Lead Over Socsalists and United Left Contsnucs To 
Grow™] 

[FSIS Translated Text} The People’s Party would win a 
general clectica with 38.2 percent of the votcs meh now, 
while the Socialssts would receive 3.7 percent. 
according to the Wintcr Barometer conducted by Demo- 
scopia for EL PAIS. The opinion poll shows a consol:- 
datson of the picture painted by <oters m last June's 
European clections, although the Peopic’s Party's lead rs 
7.5 percent—almost 2 percent icss than the icad at that 
tume. On the other hand, United Left continucs its rise 
and would reach 15.7 percent. Despric the obvious 
eroson of the Spanish Socialist Workers Party [PSOE] 
and the fact that a majority (45 percent) forecast a 
victory for Jose Maria Aznar’s party. an even larger 
proportion (49 percent) want the government to com- 
plete the legrslative term. 


The poll, whose value as a pre-clection forecast 1s relative 
to the fact that there are no immediate clections in sight. 
also shows that the People’s Party's rise continucs to rest 
more on the deterioration of the PSOE's mmage than on 
the assessment of its own proposals. 


Some 45 percent of the Spanish people regard the 
Peopic’s Party's opposition as “solely destructive.” and 
$1 percent take the view that they critscize the economic 
policy, but “without presenting alternatives.” 


In addition, an overwhelming majority of 86 percent 
beleve that the uncovering of corruption cases has sot 
ended and that it will remain topical. Some 54 percent of 
those consulted view corruption as a geencral phenom- 
enon which affects all the parties equally. 


Nevertheless, the percentage of those taking that view 
has fallen by 10 percent since 1992. Among those who 
believe that corruption occurs only im some political 
parties or im some more than im others (41 percent 
overall), a resounding majority of 82 percent cite the 
PSOE as the most corrupt party—well ahead of the 
People’s Party (17 percent). The perception of the eco- 
nomic situation docs not reflect an improvement, 
despite the change m the indicators. Society cannot 
believe that the recovery has begun. Some 62 percent 
even beleve that the crisis has not yet bottomed out. 


Majority Believes That Corruption Affects All Parties 


The Spanish people's widespread opinion is that the 
issue of corruption im political life has not touched 
bottom, and will therefore remain topical. This view is 
capressed by 86 percent of the public, as against only 10 
percent who consider the matter at an end. 


The opinion that corruption occurs equally in all po lit- 
ical parties (52 percent, rising to 62 percent among 
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former PSOE voters) is much more widespread than the 
opinion that it occurs more in some than in others (29 
percent; 39 percent among People’s Party voters), or that 
it only occurs in some (12 percent). 


Among those who believe that corruption occurs espe- 
cially in some p=rties or in some more than in oticrs, the 
vast majority spontaneously cite the PSOE as the main 
party involved (82 percent), and, well behind, the Peo- 
ple’s Party (17 percent), Convergence and 'Jnion [CiU] 
(5 percent), the Basque Nationalist Party [PNV) (4 
percent), and United Left (1 percent). 


Spanish society has little confidence that all those guilty 
in corruption cases will be appropriately punished. Some 
70 percent believe that they will not, both in the case of 
corruption through improper use of public posts or funds 
and in that of those accused of major swindles or 
speculative frauds. 


No to Amnesty 


An even larger majority declare themselves opposed to 
declaring a general amnesty for political corruption (78 
percent). Only 11 percent would be in favor. This state of 
opinion hardly shows changes among the various parties” 
electorates. 


Specifically with respect to the “Palomino affair,” there 
are many more people who believe that Felipe Gonzalez’ 
brother-in-law was given preferential treatment (39 per- 
cent) than people who believe that it was a frame-up to 
damage the prime minister's public image (24 percent) 
or that both things happened at the same time (13 
percent). 


If the view on preferential treatment is added to this 
view, a critical opinion of 52 percent emerges. This belief 
is more widespread among People’s Party voters (76 
percent) than PSOE voters (45 percent, as against 40 
percent who believe that it is just a frame-up). 


In the meantime, the perception of the economic situa- 
tion, which had begun a certain recovery in previous 
opinion polls, tends to appear static in this Winter 
Barometer. The optimistic upturn of the fall has not 
resulted in a clear takeoff. 


The predominant feeling could be described as one of 
expectant distrust. The Spanish people defining the 
economic situation as bad or very bad remain 61 per- 
cent—the same percentage as three months ago. On the 
other hand, the percentage believing that their domestic 
economy has worsened over the past few months 
increases slightly: 32 percent now make that reply, as 
against 29 percent in September. 


Those who believe that the current economic crisis has 
not bottomed out rise to 62 percent, whereas they 
constituted 57 percent three months ago. These are 
undoubtedly just changes of nuance, but they are signif- 
icant insofar as they break the pattern of a recovery of 
mood which seemed to be emerging. 
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Next year will be better than this year for 44 percent, 
worse for 12 percent, and more or less the same for 36 
percent. In the Spanish people's opinion, things have 
gone and will continue to go overall, if not better, then at 
least not as bad as previously. The apprehension about 
* ¢ State of the economy results in a cautiously expectant 
climate of opinion. 


eee 


Term 


The majority of the Spanish people believe that the 
current government should complete its term. This view 
is taken by 49 percent. The percentage rises to 75 percent 
among CiU voters, 66 percent among PSOE voters, and 
55 percent among Ur:ited Left voters. On the other hand, 
36 percent (a figure which rises to 67 percent among 
People’s Party voters) believe that there should be an 
early election. 


The assessment of the political situation undergoes a 
deterioration with respect to the Fall Barometer and 
stands at levels similar to those of December 1993. For 
61 percent, it is bad or very bad, and for only 12 percent 
is it good or very good. 


For 45 percent of interviewees, the People’s Party is the 
party most likely to win the next general election. This ts 
believed even by 51 percent of United Left voters and 36 
percent of PSOE voters, but only 7 percent of CiU 
voters. Another election victory for the PSOE is forecast 
by 30 percent. 


The direct expressions of voting intentions for the par- 
ties show a greater tendency toward stability than toward 
change, in comparison with those obtained in Sep- 
tember. The People’s Party has a very slight lead over the 
PSOE, and United Left grows appreciably with respect 
to its September result. 


If these figures had to underpin an estimate of the likely 
election results, with the same techniques that are used 
in preelection polls and not just the explicit voting 
intentions, for a hypothetical general election with an 
assumed turnout of 72 percent, it would be the estimate 
shown in the table below. 





Hypothetical Results of General Election 























(72 percent participation) 
People's Party 38.2 percent 
PSOE 30.7 percent 
Ww 15.7 percent 
cw 4.8 percent 
PNY 1.1 percent 
Others 9.5 percent 
Total 100 percent | 








This is an intellectual exercise which cannot be taken as 
a prediction in the proper sense since the election lacks a 





This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














FBIS-W EL -94-250 
29 December 1994 


specific time scale and so people have not placed them- 
selves mm the position of forming and crystallizing a 
voting decision. 


With all these caveats and a further one concerning the 
context—the immediacy of United Left's Fourth 
Assembly, with all that this nnplies in terms of greater 
visibility and favorable conditions for expressing a pref- 
erence for —what this exercise suggests 1s that, under 
normal participation conditions for a general election, 
the relative lead over the PSOE gained by the People’s 
Party im the last European elections would be lessened 
somewhat. 


Nevertheless, the trends in that eclection—namely, an 
appreciable People’s Party lead over the PSOE and 
noteworthy growth for United Left, mainly at the ruling 
party's expense—would be substantially maintained. 


People’s Party's Opposition Is Perceived as Destructive 
and Without Alternatives 


The clear lead gained by the People’s Party in the 
exercise of projecting election results made possible by 
the current barometer is probably based more on the 
erosion of the PSOE’s image than on a real improvement 
in the assessment of the People’s Party's proposals. 


Some 45 percent of the Spanish people believe that the 
party led by Jose Maria Aznar 1s conducting a totally 
destructive opposition. This percentage rises to 58 per- 
cent among United Left voters, 65 percent among PSOE 
voters, and 88 percent among CiU voters. 


For 34 percent, the People’s Party presents government 
alternatives together with criticism, but 51 percent 
believe that 1 confines itself to criticizing the govern- 
ment’s economic policy, without offering alternatives, 
and only 29 percent are convinced that 1 has an eco- 
nomic program different from that of the government. 


The effect of the PSOE’s erosion is also reflected in its 
voters’ weak loyalty. Only 60 percent of its 1993 voters 
declare themselves determined to support that option 
again in a future general election, while there is a 
significant transfer to the People’s Party and United Left 
of the order of five out of every 100 PSOE voters in 1993 
in favor of each of them. 


The People’s Party and United Left voters show much 
greater loyalty. Some 82 percent and 79 percent, respec- 
tively, of their 1993 voters now show themselves deter- 
mined to repeat the way they voted. 


The direct indicator of voting intentions shows that the 
PSOE predominates in just one of the age groups of those 
consulted—those over the age of 65, where their gross 
lead over the People’s Party exceeds 10 percent. The 
Socialists are relatively predominant in localities with 
under 50,000 inhabitants and are clearly beaten by the 
People’s Party in the big cities. 
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Nationalist Support 


The support for the PSOE government of the Catalan 
and Basque aationalists of CiU and the PNV is assessed 
favorably by 28 percent of the interviewees and unfavor- 
ably by 39 percent. For 17 percent, it is immaterial. The 
favorable assessment is especially high among PSOE 
voters (44 percent) and especially CiU voters (70 per- 
cent). The unfavorable assessment is especially high 
among United Left voters (46 percent) and especially 
People’s Party voters (68 percent). 


In the event of the People’s Party's coming to govern, 
only 24 percent believe that it should seek the support of 
CiU and the PNV. On the other hand, 48 percent (a 
percentage which rises to 60 percent among the People's 
Party's own voters) believe that it should govern without 
that support. 


The assessment of the main political leaders remains 
substantially stable with respect to the Fall Barometer, 
with the sole exception of Julio Anguita. The United Left 
leader, who recently emerged from his political coali- 
tion’s Fourth Assembly, rises from an average score of 
4.2 in September to one of 4.7, and ties with Felipe 
Gonzalez. 





Would you wy thai the corruption which could exist in Spanish political 
life today occurs virtually equally in sil the parties, exists more in some 
than in others, or exists only ia some? (in percentages) 

















Dec 94 Apr 92 
Occurs in all $2 62 
In some more than 29 21 
others 
Only occurs in some 12 6 
Don't know/No 7 i 
reply 














In which party do you believe there is most corruption’ (Among those 
replying ia some more then in “others” and “only occurs in some™) (in 
percentages) 


























PSOE 82 
People’s Party 17 
ci 5 

PNY 4 
United Left 1 

Others 0 
Don't know/No reply 13 








Would you say that there is more, the same, or levs corruption in Spain 
than in Italy? (in percentages) 

















The same % 
More i 
Less 33 
Don't know/No reply 20 











This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 























































































































































































































































































































26 SPAIN 29 December 1994 
And would you ss) that there is more, the same, or jess corruption than Sep 94 i2 23 $7 » 
in F ? 
—— ee Dec 94 12 19 61 
The same 
s Hee would you describe the economic situation” (in percentages) 
More w ove 
Very good/ Regular Bad/very Don't 
Less i2 good bad know/no 
Don't know /No reply 30 = 
Mar 93 10 20 69 1 
Has the bottom been touched or will there be more corruption cases? (in Dec 93 4 20 75 ! 
percentages) Mar 94 7 16 77 0 
it well contenuc to cause talk 8&6 Jun 94 10 21 68 1 
It has already touched bottom 10 Sep 94 il 27 6! 1 
Don't know/No reply 4 Dec 94 13 25 ol 1 
Has the economic situation of your household changed” (in percentages) 
De you believe that there has been preferential treatment in the “Paio- . 
mino affair™ or that it was ail a frame-ap to harm Felipe Gonzales? (ia ee es ft 
— repls 
These wes peeterential wentment ” Mar 93 8 $2 40 0 
8 0 Semeep 2 Dec 93 5 $5 19 ; 
Both things at the same time 13 Mar 94 7 32 “0 , 
Don't know/No reply 24 Jun 94 10 39 w ' 
— - - Sep 94 12 $7 2 2 
stance on a the cases’ 
hatemeetah oy paatemaned ee a Dec 94 10 $7 32 i 
Very opposed 38 
Opposed 40 In what state of mind do you prepare to enter the new year. With confi- 
dence or with fear? (in percentages) 
Very much én fever : 1994] 1993] 1992] 1980] 1988] 1987] 1986 
Somewhat in favor With confi- ss | 30 | 49 | 6s | 62 | 67 | 7 
Neither in favor nor opposed 5 dence 
Don't know/No reply 6 With fear 25 “| ol4 i" li 12 10 
Newther 16 14 9 21 24 19 17 
In general terms, would you say that the political situation in Spain Don't know/ 1 2 1 3 3 2 3 
is.{in percentages) No reply 
Very good/ Regular Bad/very Don't 
good bed — De you have the impression that the worst of the economic crisis is now 
over, or do you believe that it has not yet bottomed out” (in percentages) 
Nov 90 29 $1 14 6 Dec 94 Oct 94 
Jun 91 26 45 24 5 Has not yet 62 $7 
Dec 91 iS 4$ 30 10 bottomed out 
Apr 92 19 29 44 . The worst is over 3 38 
Jul 92 21 23 46 10 Don't know/No 7 10 
reply 
Oct 92 13 25 54 » 
9 
Dee 8 .. = = ; Deo you believe that next year you will consume more, or less, or the 
Jul 93 20 26 47 7 same as this year? (in percentages) 
Oct 93 14 25 $7 4 Will consume and buy more 66 
Dec 93 9 23 61 7 Will consume and buy less i9 
Mar 94 10 21 63 6 [words tllegsble] 10 
Jun 94 9 18 68 5 Don't know/No reply 5 
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De you believe that 1994 has been for Spain (im percentages) Mar 94 27 
A bad year” 4 7 Dec 93 29 
A year lke any other” 35 23 Oct 93 3.7 
A good year’ 9 5 Jal 93 41 
Lion"t know/No reply 2 i Others 
And what é0 you believe next year will be like’ (im percentages) 8 Sun 93 election &% 

1994 1993 Dec 94 $3 
A better year 44 % Sep 94 43 
A year more or less the same % 35 Jul 94 $9 
A worse vear 12 24 Mar 94 68 
Don't know/No reply . 5 Dec 93 65 

Oct 93 65 
Voting Inteations im Hypothetical General Elections (1m percentages) jul 93 16 
Parties Blank/V ond 
Spanrsh Sociaitst Workers Party 8 Jun 93 election 1.02 
6 June 1993 ciection 29.88 Dec 94 29 
Dec 94 20.3 Sep 94 25 
Sep 94 20.2 Jul 94 i3 
Jul 94 20.1 Mar 94 2? 
Mar 94 17.2 Dec 93 27 
Dec 93 20.8 Oct 93 7 
Oct 93 283 Jul 93 i8 
Jul 93 95.5 pes veting/tte capi 
People’s Party 8 Jun 93 election 22.33 
8 Jun 93 clection 26.90 Dec 94 388 
Dec 94 208 Sep 94 398 
Sep 94 200 Jul 94 28.6 
Jul 94 25.7 _ Mar 94 394 
Mar 94 220 Dec 93 37.4 
Dec 93 22.6 Oct 93 285 
Oct 93 214 Jul 93 22.2 
Jul 93 22.6 
tinned Left In general terms, how do you assess the fact that (ii and the PNV 
8 Jun 93 election 1.39 ph a 
Dec 94 95 it Aen : 
Sep 94 81 Quite Grently a 
jul 94 133 Nerther favorably nor unfavorable, 1s immaterial 7 
Mar 94 92 Gas eaienty = 
Dec 93 14 wy een “~ 
On 93 98 Don't know,/No reply 16 
And if the People’s Party were to come to govern, do you briieve that it 

Jat 95 86 should seek the support of Cil and the PNY or should govern without 
Convergence and Umon support’ (in percentages) 
8 Jun 93 election 3.82 Should seek support of Ci and PNV 24 
Dec 04 24 Should govern without suppor 48 
Sep 94 1 Don't know/No reply 28 
Jul 94 $1 
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According to ) oer personal impression. which party seems to you most Dec 93 4! 
tikhety to win a mew general ciection” (in percentages) Oa 93 38 
stom aed Jul 93 44 
wenger Pasty = Oct 92 39 
—_ . Dec 91 41 
PSOE/People’s Party tue 8 oor C 
Don't know/No reply 16 —— 
De you beiieve that in the current circumstances, the best thing would 
be for Felipe Gonzalez_ (in percentages) Juan A. Belloch 
To complete his current term? 49 auscssment percentage 9 
To dissolve parliament and call a general election? 38 Ges 86 34 
Don't know/No reply 1s Sep 94 37 _ 
Jose A. Ardanza 

Assessment of National Leaders ee = 
“oso Dec 94 33 
assessment percentage 92 Sep 96 3. 
Der 08 a9 Jul 94 3.2 
Sep 94 a? Mar 94 34 
tel 08 32 Dec 93 35 
sear 04 a2 Oct 93 34 
De 93 a6 jul 93 37 
Oct 93 47 Oct 92 37 
Jul 93 5.6 +. as 
Oct 92 49 i. — 
Dec 91 $5 Dec 69 40 
Dec 90 $9 Jord: Pujol 
Dec 89 $9 aaneeement percentage & 
jello Anauite - Dec 94 3.0 
assessment percentage 88 Sep 94 29 
Dec 08 a7 Jul 94 3.2 
Sep 94 a2 Mar 94 32 
Perr 32 Dec 93 33 
saan 08 a3 Oct 93 32 
Dec 93 TT jul 93 36 
on 3 a0 Oct 92 38 
jul 93 46 Dec 91 4 
Oct 92 39 Dec 90 39 
Dec 91 39 Dec 69 49 
Dec 90 4? Narcis Serre 
Dec 89 48 assessment percentage 83 
Sonn Genin Aenea Dec 94 3.0 
assessment percentage 20 Sep 94 32 
Dec 04 rT Ju! 94 27 
Sep 04 rT Mar 94 32 
oad 04 a8 Dec 93 33 
Ser 04 a0 Oct 93 14 
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Jul 93 | 39 
Alfonso Guerra 

assessment percentage &8 
Dec 94 25 
Sep 94 26 
jul 94 23 
Mar 94 28 
Dec 93 2 
Oct 93 28 
Jul 93 26 
Oct 92 2.7 
Dec 91 30 
Dec 90 39 
Dec 89 38 
Technical Details 


Opinion poll conducted by Demoscopia SA among a 
sample of 1,200 people over the age of 18 and of both 
sexes, representative of the population living in the 
Peninsula, the Balearics, and the Canary Islands. It has a 
95.5 degree of reliability and a margin of error of plus or 
minus 2.9 percent for overall figures. Fieldwork con- 
ducted 11-13 December 1994 by means of interviews at 
home, with final selection of interviewees by the random 
route method. 


Paper: Gonzalez ‘Clinging to the Ship's Rudder’ 
BR2812162194 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 28 Dec 
94 p 3 


{Editorial: “GAL and Bonuses: the Interior Pincer 
Movement”™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The parliamentary initiative 
with the deadliest possible sting was perhaps the one 
taken yesterday by the People’s Party when it requested 
the appearance of Justice and Interior Minister Juan 
Alberto Belloch. It could have asked—as others did—for 
[Prime Minister] Gonzalez to appear before Congress [of 
Deputies] to give explanations. But what explanations 
could the chief of government possibly give? Could 
anyone expect him to say: “Yes, it is true, that ts exactly 
what happened"? It would be absurd. Rather, the ques- 
tion we ought to be asking Gonzalez concerns what really 
is at stake, namely, his staying in office. 

It would certainly be very interesting to know what 
Belloch can say about all this—and his sudden disap- 
pearance from the political scene, together with yester- 
day's stubborn efforts on the part of Gonzalez’s followers 
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to spare him such a fate in the next few days (is he 
himself perhaps refusing to go’), only adds to our 
interest. The dilemma he ts facing is no trifling matter: 
Will he make up his mind to take on the grim legacy 
which was left to him by his predecessors. thus putting 
an end to his career as a democrat, or will he refuse to go 
down with the sinking ship? 


Yesterday was a crucial day for this country’s coming to 
terms with the truth of its own recent past. Simulta- 
neously, we learned about the new revelations made by 
{former GAL Police Officers] Amedo and Domunguez 
(who yesterday again testified before Judge Galardon) 
concerning the GAL’s [Antiterrorist Liberation Groups] 
origins, and we learned that a public prosecutor's office 
holds documentary evidence of the payment of massive 
bonuses—drawn from confidential funds—to high- 
ranking Interior Ministry officials. As EL MUNDO 
informs readers in today’s issue. such payments 
amounted to some 7 billion pesetas. We have here the 
“A” and the “Z,.” the beginning and the end. the two 
pillars of corruption: a complete lack of any scruples 
when it comes to achieving the desired political aims, 
and utter callousness in pursuing the most shameful 
personal ambitions. This, basically, is the great “Pincer™ 
movement, the gigantic pincer which took hold of Felip- 
ism's very core—the thread leading us from [former 
Intenor Minister] Sancristobal to Roldan [former head 
of Civil Guard] all along 12 years of corruption. 


[Deputy Prime Minister] Serra said he wished to convey 
“a message of appeasement and calmness.” [Spanish 
Socialist Workers Party Congressional spokesperson] 
Almunia asked for matters to be dealt with “calmly.” 
The score they are now playing was written by Gonzalez 
only a few days ago: “Let us be calm, let us be calm.” he 
exclaimed, with a forced smile, when he was asked about 
Amedo and Dominguez. Disciplined and by now used to 
everything, the government and the parliamentary group 
are keeping his watchword. But public opinion is not 
following suit, and the same applies to the opinion of 
financial circles. Yesterday the peseta’s exchange rate 
continued to drop, the stock exchange nosedived. and 
the public debt suffered a severe setback. Experts explain 
why: There is nothing worse—they say—than the current 
uncertainty. Well, then they, and all of us, had better be 
ready for the worse. Felipism is clinging to the ship's 
rudder and, although it does not know what to do with it 
or to where to steer the ship, it refuses to hand it over, 
not even if the ship sinks. 
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3” NORDIC COUNTRIES 


Denmark 


Petersen Views Bosnia, NATO, U.S. Ties 
BR2812140394 Copenhagen POLITIKEN in Danish 
26 Dec 94 p Ii 


{Report on interview with Danish Foreign Minister 
Niels Helveg Petersen by Jens Holsoe and Ole Rossell; 
place and date not given: “Balance Sheet Over a Trou- 
bled World”] 

[FBIS Translated Text] The foreign minister winced, but 
not at the blame which the West or more correctly 
Europe must accept for developments in Bosnia. When 
Niels Helveg Petersen winces it 1s because of a mb 
crushed during soccer training at the Akademisk Boldk- 
lubb, and not because a war has been allowed to develop 
in a nightmarish fashion in Europe. For as far as the war 
in Bosnia 1s concerned there ts only too much which says 
that we are to blame. Helveg Petersen said, nursing the 
sore nb behind his impeccable dark-blue foreign mints- 
ter’s suit. 

“What is happening down there ts not my fault, it 1s not 
Denmark's fault, it is not the West's fault. The determi- 
nation to fight is not something we created, it 1s some- 
thing which they have themselves—to excess. And the 
determination to fight, the lack of a desire to keep the 
peace, are not therefore—please forgive me—are not a 
questicn of guilt that I carry around with me. What is 
happening down there is not my fault, it is not Den- 
mark’s fault, it 1s not the West's fault. They themselves 
have a responsibility for what 1s happening,” the foreign 
minister said in an interview providing a balance sheet 
over foreign policy at the end of the year. 


A balance sheet which includes the Russian invasion of 
Chechnya, the future of the European Union [EU], 
NATO, and the Western European Union, Europe's 
relations with the United States—which, if one is to 
believe Helveg Petersen, are pretty tense—and the 
West's relations with Russia. In other words a balance 
sheet taking the form of both a tour de force and a tour 
d‘horizon. Delivered on the sixth and top floor behind 
the secure walls of the Foreign Ministry looking out over 
a little world of apparent Christmas and New Year's 


peace. 


“We must of course search our hearts and ask ourselves 
what we could have done better in Bosnia. We must ask 
critical questions about our own efforts—so much is 
obvious. We must ask ourselves what we have achieved 
with all our goodwill, but im the final analysis it is 
difficult to keep the peace between people who have 
decided to kill each other,” Niels Helveg Petersen 
stressed. But the foreign minister does not think that we 
have any reason to feel guilty about what 1s happening in 
Bosnia. 

[POLITIKEN] But are all of those involved im the 
bloodshed equally guilty? Are there no victims, no exe- 
cutioners? Is everyone equally guilty” 
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[Petersen] If you look at the recent developments around 
Bihac, for example, what is happening 1s that it 1s the 
Muslim government army which is making forays (from 
the town) to remove Mr. Abdic from power—-so it ts an 
internal Muslim showdown. After this the Serbs move in 
and reinstate Abdic. Thus an internal Musiim showdown 
is mixed up in the fighting between Muslims and Serbs. 
This is why it ts difficult to view the matter as either 
black or white. 


[POLITIKEN] Some people take the view that the 
United Nations has capitulated to the Serbs in Bosnia. 
What view does the foreign minister take? 


[Petersen] | do not really take that view. The United 
Nations has never set itself the objective of dictating or 
producing a solution. The UN objectives have been more 
lumited. There have been three clear goals: first, reaching 
a decision on what we might call the guilt question, and 
this has been done by introducing an arms embargo 
against all the sides and in addition introducing trade 
sanctions against Serbia. Then people have tried to get 
the emergency aid through with the assistance of UN 
Protection Forces [UNPROFOR], and finally, a negoti- 
ating apparatus has been created so that all negotiating 
possibilities can be exploited. But the United Nations ts 
not at war and it has never said that it 1s involved in the 
process of producing a military solution to a political 
probiem. 


{[POLITIKEN] But the United Nations has fought wars, 
in Korea in the fifties, against Iraq a few years ago. Why 
not now? 


[Petersen] There are good reasons why not. There is no 
one on the UN Security Council who backs such an 
action. None of the Council's permanent members who 
would make themselves available to go to war. That has 
never been a possibility. At no pont in time has there 
been a determination to force a political solution 
through the use of military means—that 1s, ground 
forces. | think that that would have been a basic mistake. 
Unlike POLITIKEN’s editorial writers, | believe that 
cannot be done. 


[POLITIKEN] Recently there has been a lot of talk to the 
effect that the UNPROFOR forces should be with- 
drawn? 


[Petersen] Yes, the question surfaces again and again. It 
has also been discussed in the circle of the EU and the 
NATO circle. But when we have discussed it in the 
European circle, the final answer has been that we must 
remain. There are a number of good reasons for this. 
First, withdrawal 1s not a simple matter. It 1s a major 
military operation with many clements of danger. For 
example: The Muslim population, women and children 
to whom the United Nations bring emergency aid. could 
come up with the idea of blocking... It would not be a 
pretty picture if women and children laid down in front 
of and behind the tanks. 
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Also in large parts of Bosnia everyday life for hundreds 
of thousands of people depends on the United Nations 
being there. Day-to-day conditions would seriously dete- 
norate if we withdrew. And finally. perhaps the most 
decisive world-political argument for remaining: How 
would we prevent the conflict from spreading if we 
withdrew? Much that ts bad can be said about our 
contribution down there in Bosnia, but so far at least we 
have succeeded in limiting the conflict. 


[POLITIKEN] So for the time being at least the Euro- 
peans have agreed that the UN force should remain. But 
what about the Americans? Are there not signs that they 
want to leave the responsibility for the fate of Bosnia to 
the Europeans? 


[Petersen] That ts not what they have said. What they 
have said to us 1s that it 1s a European war, lift the arms 
embargo and keep out of it; let them fight. We will see to 
it that they get all the arms they will need to kill each 
other. In my view this would be the most cynical thing of 
all that we could do. 


[POLITIKEN] Another war with European involvement 
1s under way. The Russians have marched into rebel 
Chechnya. Your first public reaction was, it seems to us, 
very cautious. You contented yourself with noting that 
the invasion was not in conflict with international law, 
because Chechnya 1s not an independent state, but a part 
of the Russian Federation. 


[Petersen] | have also added that this official, legal 
observation makes no contribution to any solution. | 
consider the Russian decision to intervene to be extraor- 
dinarily unwise and dangerous for relations inside the 
federation, for relations between Muslims and non- 
Muslims. There ts a risk that the conflict will spread to 
other regions of the Caucasus. Intervening milttarily is 
not a viable solution. So my observation about the 
international legal aspect must not be taken as an excuse 
for the Russian invasion. Problems of this type simply 
cannot be solved through the use of military power. 


[POLITIKEN] Ia general Western reactions to the inva- 
sion have been restrained. It 1s as if the West is turning 
its back in order not to embarrass an already hard- 
pressed President Yeltsin. Does Helveg Petersen believe 
that there is some such linkage? 


[Petersen] | thinks so definitely. A contributory factor is 
fairly certainly a fear of what would happen if the 
Rusian Federation collapsed. What would the world 
look tike then? [Helveg Petersen ends] 


The foreign minister admitted that the Vienna document 
from the UN summit on human rights in 1993—which 
Russia also signed—makes it possible to level criticism 
against or ask questions of a signatory if minorities are 
threatened—as 1s of course the case in Chechnya. But.... 


[Petersen] We should probably be frank about this, but it 
1s probably also a question of the rhetoric being used in 
relation to developments in Chechnya. If the rhetoric 
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and the reality are to match, there 1s probably a limit to 
what rhetorical position should be adopted. The only 
possibility 1s to seek dialogue with the Russians about 
this. You can only point to the principles governing how 
we should behave; other possibilities are not available. 


[POLITIKEN] In an article in POLITIKEN recently you 
wrote that it 1s time that Danish policy escaped from its 
“mental prison”—that ts, that it should no longer allow 
itself to be paralyzed by the EU referendum on 18 May 
1993. And at least keep open the possibility of Danish 
membership of the Western European Union. Is 1 the 
transatlantic disagreements over the Bosnian question 
which have triggered off these thoughts of yours? 


[Petersen] No, not exactly. What first and foremost gets 
me started along that line of argument ts the fact that the 
European world we are facing 1s something different 
from the Edinburgh agreement, in particular. In my view 
the central question 1s how we structure the EU so that i 
can be enlarged to include Central and Eastern Europe— 
an enlargement which ts a political and historical neces- 
sity. That ts the main issuc, and so it cannot do any good 
to sit and stare at the Edinburgh agreement. That is why 
we should not shut ourselves up in a mental prison, but 
should instead react to the reality that 1s Europe that 1s 
unfolding before us in the political, economic, and 
security fields. Everything is interconnected. 


I think that in reality things are quite simple: We have a 
foundation—and that is what the Danish population 
decided on 18 May 1993. With that foundation it is our 
duty to be involved and to keep our eyes and ears open 
and see and hear what is on the move in European 
politics—including the security policy dimension. Part 
of the problem—the European role in NATO—has been 
put into its place: The Western European Union and 
NATO are not competing organizations. The Americans 
fully accept the European role within NATO. The 
Western European Union is a subsidiary of NATO, the 
holding company, and the subsidiary can be entrusted 
with tasks if necessary. 


[POLITIKEN] How do you view developments and in 
which direction are they moving? 


[Petersen] The U.S. mid-term elections set something in 
motion. It is very likely that we will see a U.S. foreign 
policy which will probably maintain a firm hold on the 
NATO alliance, but which will in other respects disen- 
gage from the day-to-day rough and tumble on the 
European continent. 


[POLITIKEN] Are you paving the way for Denmark to 
become a member of the subsidiary? 


[Petersen] The government has started a study in SNU 
(Secunty and Disarmament Committee—POLITIKEN 
editor's note) and the Western European Union itself has 
begun an investigation of the European security model 
and the results of this will be able to form part of 
discussions leading up to the EU's intergovernmental 
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conference in 1996 (about the EU's future course and 
structure—POLITIKEN editor's note). A little of this ts 
also contained im the expression “mental prison.” It is 
important that all countries which are preparing them- 
selves for thers conference should not lock themselves 
into unshakeable positions at the present time. There is 
a very great need for a period of thought and reflection. 
You will only get the mght answers when you ask the 
night questions. Europe really needs to ask itself the nght 
questions now. [Helveg Petersen ends] 


The foreign minister once again nursed his sore mb 
which bears witness to the fact that Radical Liberals can 
also find u difficult to avoid hand-to-hand fighting. As 
things stand at present it hurts both to laugh and to 
cough. 


Sweden 


Major Cutbacks in Foreign Service Detailed 


BR2912074994 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 23 Dec 94 p AY 


{Report by Kaa Eneberg: “Major Cutbacks in the For- 


esgn Service] 


[F BIS Translated Text] Fifteen offices abroad are to be 
closed, the diplomatic service reduced, local 

given notice, and the remaining Swedish diplomats will 
have to get used to simpler housing standards and 
cutbacks in fringe benefits generally. 


This 1s the gloomy message in a Christmas letter now 
being sent out by Foreign Ministry Permanent Under 
Secretary Dag Klackenberg to ministry personnel, 
among them 700 Swedish representatives abroad and 
just over 700 locally hired staff. 


Writing the letter was painful, and Dag Klackenberg told 
DAGENS NYHETER that he purposely refrained from 
ending it with cheery good wishes or even a Christmas 
greeting. Instead the closing sentences say that consider- 
able strain is in store for both administration and per- 
sonnel and express the vague hope that “by pulling 
together we will succeed in this task.” This is the way in 
which the personne! of 10 offices have already received 
official notice that they are being terminated. This 
applies to Amman [as published] in Yemen, Jiddah in 
Saudi Arabia, Kinshasa in Zaire, Lima in Peru, Los 
Angeles in California, the northern Italian metropolis of 
Milan, Pyongyang in North Korea, Tripoli in Libya, 
Sydney in Australia, and Wellington in New Zealand. 
Which other five will disappear is not yet clear. 


Rumors in Circulation 


Dag Klackenberg 1s aware that his Christmas letter is a 
break with the tradition of keeping back what Finance 
Minister Goran Persson does not want made public until 
the budget proposal on 10 January. As someone respon- 
sible for personnel he considers that he was forced to 
deal with the issue above all “in a humane way, as ii is 
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people who are affected.” And because everywhere both 
about the gloomy signals from Stockholm. Both the 
well-founded and the groundless rumours which have 
been in circulation for a long time were creating anxiety 
and a lack of motivation. 


Dag Klackenberg, who has had the task of cutting 185 
million kronor from the Foreign Ministry budget of 1.6 
billion, expects tough negotiations with the umons after 
10 January. These will deal with the general conditions 
for appointment according to the agreement on regula- 
tions for foreign posting. Here the Foreign Ministry ts 
counting on being abie to save 29 million ever the next 
18 months by cutting back on various suppiements for 
such things as children, training grants, vacation travel 
costs, and travel costs for visits from spouses. 


Operating Expenses 


Things could also get tough in the Riksdag in connection 
with suspending certain foreign missions. Discussion ts 
expected on whether the Ministry of Foreign Affairs can 
fulfil its task at all in view of the fact that the new 
government is demanding greater efforts in various 
areas. This applies to the United Nations, the Middle 
East, and the Baltic countries, in addition to the addi- 
tional work made necessary by EU membership. The 
Riksdag has previously overturned proposals for reduc- 
tions in Swedish representation. For example, the 
ee eee ee 
Zaire has been terminated out of consideration for 
missionary activities there. 


One major item for cutbacks is operating expenses, 
where it is estimated that reductions of 42 million can be 
made. Notice is pending for local employees of offices 
being closed and those in offices where there are more 
than seven local employees. Some 40 representatives can 
count on returning to Stockholm. All those reaching the 
age of 60 during the term of their posting will be offered 
a pension. 


Nordic Cooperation 


In general, diplomats will have to travel more to coun- 
tries where representation is being reduced. More places 
will receive so-called lateral accreditation to some 
embassy. Wellington for example will be the responsi- 
bility of the embassy in Canberra. 


Dag Klackenberg makes jocular comparisons to what 
things were like in the 1600's when diplomatic work 
consisted largely in traveling hither and thither by horse 


and carriage. 


In the future the Foreign Ministry hopes to be able to 
save moncy through a certain degree of coordination 
with the other Nordic countries. There is already some 
administrative cooperation. The Nordic countries are 
considering buying a joint building for their embassies in 
Berlin. 
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This ss the second major austerity measure for the 
Foreign Ministry within a short penod. Two years ago 
there was a reduction of 10 missions abroad, during 
which about 100 employees were let go. Foreign Ministry 
staff were also discharged then—something which Dag 
Klackemberg thinks can be avoided this time. 


Bofors Wins Orders From Germany, Australia, 
Sweden 

BR2812161594 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 23 Dec 94 p C2 


[Report by Niclas Lindstrand: “Bofors Secures Large 
Orders™] 

{FBIS Translated Text] The Celsius company, Bofors. 
has just secured several large orders with a total value of 
700 million kronor. The clients are the armed forces of 
Germany. Australia, and Sweden. 


“This is the result of tough negotiations,” Bofors man- 
aging director Egon Linderoth seod. “We are satisfied 
with our mcoming orders th: ar, about 4 billion 
kronor. We need to retain this lewe 9 order to be able to 
function as a developing industry in the future.” 


For the German defense forces, Bofors will produce 
among other things turrets and armour for the Leopard 
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tank amounting to almost 300 million kronor. In addi- 
tion Bofors will also supply flare ammunition for the 
Cari-Gustaf antitank rifle for over 150 millon kronor. 
That the Swedish company would participate in the tank 
project has been clear for some time. 


“Even though this order had been included in planning 
and was expected. it ts always good to have it confirmed 
in writing.” Per-Enk Forsmark, head of division for 
Bofors Weapons Systems, said in a press release. “We 
have worked hard making cutbacks and restructuring in 
recent years in order to achieve the mght size.” 


No new hiring ts being considered because of the order. 


The Swedish armed forces equipment department has 
also bought from Bofors. Sights worth 160 milion 
kronor for the tracked vehicle Stridsfordon 90 will be 
manufactured by Bofors. The sights are equipped with 
infrared technology for night vision. 


Bofors Underwater Systems has signed a contract to 
supply 12 of the remote-controlled submarine craft 
Double Eagle to the Australian Navy. The craft are 
designed to destroy mines. 


The order, which amounts to 65 million kronor, is the 
first sale of the Doubie Eagle outside the Nordic coun- 
tries. The craft are used today by the Swedish and 
Danish Navies. One variant of it was used for under- 
water filming following the “Estonia” disaster. 
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a CYPRUS 


Government Ready for Talks on EU Membership 


NC2812124594 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Networ’. in Greek 1130 GMT 28 Dec 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Cyprus Government is 
ready for bilateral talks with France on the Cyprus 
application for accession to the European Union [EU] in 
view of the meeting of the council, which will reexamine 
the Cyprus application. This was stated by Government 
Spokesman loannrs Kasoul:dhis who added that France 
has sounded out the Cyprus Government on this issue. 
idhis ts ready to go to Paris in January for such talks. The 
spokesman said that France has also informed the 
Cyprus Government that, at the same time, there will be 
deliberations with the governments of Greece, Germany, 
and Turkey on Ankara’s application for a customs union 
and in relation to the Cyprus accession. The spokesman 
said that it 1s not clear what form these deliberations will 
take. 


“Supermodern’ Greek Antiaircraft System Considered 
NC2912115494 Nicosia | MAKHI in Greek 29 Dec 94 p 1 


{Report by Kh. Avdhelopoulos] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] An antiaircraft umbrella con- 
sisting of the Greek “Artemis 30” system will cover all of 
free Cyprus. According to | MAKHI's exclusive infor- 
mation about the antiaircraft systems, the political and 
military leadership is inclined to select the modern 
Greek antiaircraft system “Artemis 30.” 


During his talks in Cyprus, which will devote particular 
attention to the National Guard's arms programs, Greek 
Deputy Defense Minister Emmanouil Bendeniotis will 
discuss the supply of the “Artemis 30” to be used for 
Cyprus’ defense. Referring to the capabilities of 
“Artemis 30,” a senior National Guard General Staff 
official said: “Any hostile aircraft that attempts to attack 
vital targets in Cyprus” geographic region with a surprise 
raid will be unable to escape.” 


The supermodern Greek “Artemis 30” antiaircraft sys- 
tem—the so-called “computerized airplane murderer” — 
is an electronic antiaircraft gun that is being produced 
totally in Greece by the Hellenic Weapons Industry 
{EVO}. 


When a hostile aircraft is located, it is impossible for it to 
avoid the fire from the antiaircraft weapon. Its accuracy 
is 100 percent. The elimination of the hostile aircraft is 
based on speedy interaction between the weapons, recon- 
narssance radars, infrared rays, and other electronic 


This modern antiaircraft system is mainly Used to 
handle air attacks from high and very low levels. 
“Artemis 30” has two 30mm guns that fire 800 to 900 
rounds per minute from cach barrel. Four men handie 
the supermodern Greek antiaircraft system. 


Military circles told I MAKHI that “an antsaircraft 
umbrella consisting of “Artemis 30's” will certainly be a 
basic factor in preventing any paranoid hostile activ- 
_ ee 


Reports on Dudayev's Seeking Asylum Denied 
NC2912091894 Nicosia HALKIN SESI in Turkish 28 
Dec 94 pI 


{[FBIS Translated Text] President Rauf Denktas has 
denied the reports that Chechnya’s President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev has asked for asylum in the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus [TRNC]. He said that the reports 
that have been circulated by various circles in Moscow to 
the effect that Dudayev has asked for asylum in Turkey 
and the TRNC are unfounded. 


to a question on the matter by the TURKISH 
CYPRIOT NEWS AGENCY, Denktas asserted: “I do 
not believe that Dudayev is in a helpless situation and 
that he has moved to seek asylum in a foreign country. 
We have seen him leading his people and waging a 
struggle for their rights.” 
The supporters of the separauist organization [not further 
identified] issued a statement to the media in Moscow 
claiming that “Dudayev has sought asylum in Turkey 
and that Ankara has agreed to his wish on the condition 
that he lives in the TRNC.” The circles close to the 
Turkish Embassy in Moscow said that “such reports are 
aimed at disrupting the relations between Turkey and 
Russia.” 


Refugees From Chechnya 


Meanwhile, President Denktas has said that initiatives 
have been made to provide temporary accommodation 
in the TRNC for the Chechen people who have lost their 
homes as a result of Russia's attacks. He said: “The 
TRNC supports those initiatives.” Zorlu Tore, leader of 
the Nationalist Justice Party, and Tukyu Umar, 
chairman of the Cultural Center for the Unity of Turks, 
have issued written statements to express support for 
Chechnya. They also described the reports that Dudayev 
will seek asylum in the TRNC as deliberate and 
unfounded. 
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Chechen Crisis Evekes Popular, Government 
Support 


Ankara Rally Protests Intervention 
NC2912095594 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 26 Dec 94 p Al 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara— Thousands of peopice 
from Turkey's Caucasian communities and supporters of 
right-wing parties gathered in Ankara’s central Tan- 
dogan Square on Sunday [December 25] to protest 
against a Russian crackdown m Chechnya m North 
Caucasia. 


Hilmi Unal. from the Chechen-Caucasian Solidarniy 
Committee which organized the rally, sand Moscow, in a 
bid to strangle the regson’s independence, had also 
Started a massacre of the Chechen people. 


He was referring to Russian bombardment of the 
Chechen capital Groznyy in which hundreds of civilians 
have been killed. Urging Turkey and the Western powers 
to act to end the bloodshed in Chechnya, Unai also asked 
the Russian groups opposing Moscow's military inter- 
vention to exert force on their government. 


Alparsian Turkes leader of the Nationalist Movement 
Party, also addressing the rally, urged the Ankara gov- 
ernment to provide the Chechens with all posssble mate- 
rial and spiritual assistance. 


“We support the independence of our Chechen brother- 
s...We want the world to stop Russian imperialism,” 
Turkes said. 


Representatives from tne ruling True Path Party, the 
main opposition Motherland Party and other opposition 
right-wing parties also spoke to the crowd. 


At the rally, some tension was observed between the 
ethnic Caucasians and supporters of ultra nghtist groups 
shouting religious slogans. 

The protesters burned effigies of Russian leaders. The 
invasion of Chechnya began two weeks ago when Rus- 
sian forces stormed into the tiny region which unuslater- 
ally declared’ independence from Moscow in 1991. 


Up to 10 millon people whose roots lie in the Caucasus 
live in Turkey and they have been angered by the 
Russian move. 


Russian Reply to Aid Offer Awaited 


742812190794 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 28 Dec 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Turkey has announced that i 1s 
observing with concern the transformation of the con- 
flict in Chechnya into bloody clashes, adding that tt 
favors a solution to the problem without violence and 
within the framework of international obligations. 


TURKEY 3s 


Speaking at his weekly news conference, Foreign Min- 
rsiry Spokesman Ferhat Ataman said that some 100.000 
persons have taken refuge m neighboring countnes 
because of the clashes and that Chechnya has requested 
humanitarian aid. Noting that Turkey found thrs requcst 
reasonable, Ataman said that the ambassador of the 
Russian Federation has been mvited to the Foreign 
Miunustry to supply information on the rssuc. He said that 
Turkey ts waiting for the reply of the Kussian Federatron 
before extending the aid. Ataman recalled that Turkey 1s 
ready to extend all possible aid to solve the problem if 
the fighting parties in Chechnya so wish. 


Analysts Examine Turkish Position on Chechnya 


NC2912092794 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 26 Dec 94 pp 1, A8 


[Report by Umit Enginsoy] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—The Chechnya crisis 
has now gained an international dimension as hundreds 
of civilians have been killed and over 100,000 people 
have been forced to fice their homes as a result of 
relentless Russian air raids against the tiny North Cau- 


casian region. 


And Turkey, which has shred away from concrete criti- 
cism of the Russian military intervention since the 
eruption of the crisis, ts to be forced to raise its vonwe 
since it has crucial links with Transcaucasia and imter- 
national criticism 15 Mounting against Moscow's move. 
analysts said. 

They also warned the Ankara government to be prepared 
to face further unrest in Russia and even the possibslrty 
of a change of leadership in the Kremlin. 


A respected analyst, former US. secretary of state Henry 
Kissinger, said dissent within Russia about the mulitary 
assault in Chechnya could bring down President Borts 
Yeltsin. Observers said that as international criticism 
arises against Moscow, Turkey cannot close its eyes to 
what 1s happening in Transcaucasia, if 1 wants to secure 
tS Position as a regional power. 

At this point, Turkey must at least denounce the Russian 
attacks and urge Moscow to halt the operation they sard. 
Even a change of leadership in Moscow “would not be 
the end of the world” for Turkey and /.nkara’s continued 
covert support for the current Kremlin rulers would not 
prevent such a development, anyway, they added. 


Until now, Turkey has been content to cxpress “its 
concern over the military mtervention and regrets over 
civilian losses” in Chechnya Only on Friday, President 

Demirel said in an interview with the Turkish 
Daily News that Turkey and Russia should continue and 
develop their ties on the basis of non-interference in cach 
other's internal affairs. 


Some analysts suggest that Ankara’s silence 'n the face of 
the Russian intervention in Chechnya partly stems from 
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The Russians have been wked by Ankara + close bcs wath 
the vamous sems-autonomous republcs in the Russian 
Federation, especially m the Caucasus. There are about 
10 milhon peopic of Caucasian ongin mm Turkey. 


Earher, Turkey's alicged links wah the Chechens and 
other autono.nows repubiecs m the Russian Federation 
were reporicdly mwmsirumental in the staging of at cast 
two PKK organized conferences mn Moscow m the past 


exghteen months. 


There were reports from Kurdish sources mm London on 
Friday [23 December] that Ocalan hemscif was m 
Moscow. However, a probe by the Turkrsh Drily News 
revealed that Ocalan 1s currently in Syma and under close 
supervison by the authorities m Damascus. Synan 
leaders have seriously curtailed Ocalan’s movements 
and do not want any modents that well attract the 
attention of Washington and Ankara. 


However, the probe also revealed that PAK has dis- 
patched some of rts members to Moscow to cultivate the 
current anti-Turkish sentiments m the Russian caprtal 
over the incidents mm Chechnya. 


Turkish sources said they do not cxupect any formal 
Russian actions regarding the rssuc because they cannot 
be seen openly to support a separates! movement im 
Turkey when they themscives are punishing ther own 


capital. A retired Greck colonel also attended the 
meeting, which lasted three and a half hours. 


The PKK officials attending the Yerevan meeting were 
close associates of Riva Altun. another 


activity against Turkey could be the subject. There are 
also reports that the PKK 1s trying to set up a TV station 
that will beam broadcast to Turkey. The PKK is said to 

to set up a reflector in Armenia that will 
allow people to watch ts TV broadcasts even without a 


‘Formula’ To Deploy Troops in Karabakh 
NC2912100804 Ankara TURAISH DAILY NEWS 
English 22 Dec 94 p A3 


[Report by Adnan Caglavan] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Remaiming obstacies 
to the deployment of a peacekceping force m Karabakh 
are expected to be overcome at a meeting of the Minsk 
Group of the Orgamzation for Security and Cooperation 
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The source noted that im light of the decision made 


Karabakh. 2 formula had been developed to surmount 
Russian-backed Armenian aliempts to prevent the 
deployment of Turkish troops. 


“In lene with the outcome of the summit, there will be a 
multinational peace keeping force and a team of 


forced into Peta tay, een tg 


TGNA Te Extend ‘Poised Hammer’ Mandate 


TA2812195204 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 28 Dec 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Office of the Prime Minis- 
ter’s recommendation that the mandate of Poised 
Hammer be extended by another six months siarting 
from 31 December 1994 has been adopted at the Turkish 
Grand National Assembly [TGNA]. 


The TGNA met under Mustafa Kalemli today and 
discussed the prime minister's recommendation. 


[Begin Karayalcin recording] The government has 
assessed the activities of Poised Hammer and the cond)- 
tions in the region and has decided that it would be 


TURKEY 37 


beneficial to extend the force's mr-andate from the view- 
point of natsonal imterests. [end recording} 


Expressing the views of the Motherland Party [ANAP], 
Istanbul Deputy Safa Giray said that he does rot trust 
the government decision on the issue. 
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because ANAP voted in favor of extending the mandate 
in the votings following that date on the grounds that it 
was still necessary. . the need for Poised 
Hammer did not end at the end of 1991. We still do not 
believe that i has outlived its necessity. Our most 
sincere wish 1s ithe qumahenniiiemengaiin intention 

the need for Porsed Hammer to become redundant. [end 


ty 
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Noting that a scenario excluding Turkey cannot be valid 
for the Middle East, the Caucasus, and the Balkans, 
Karayalcin said that a scenario devoid of Turkey cannot 
be implemented. Pointing out that Porsed Hammer ts 
nol acting against a friendly and neighborly country, 
Kavayalcin said that such a thing 1s unthinkabie. Karay- 
alcin also denied allegations that Poised Hammer had 
links with the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan]. He 
concluded by saying that Turkey ts closely following the 
developmeats concerning the Turkomans living in 
northern Iraq. 


Democratic Left Party leader Bulent Ecevit and PP 
Deputy Group Leader Abdullatif Sener expressed their 
personal views. The Prime Ministry's recommendation, 
which was submitted to an open vote, was adopted with 
202 votes in favor and 160 against. 


Erbakan Voices Opposition 


742912101394 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 28 Dec 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Prosperity Party leader Nec- 
mettin Erbakan has declared that Potsed Hammer ben- 
efits the Workers Party of Kurdistan [PKK] terrorist 
organization and Armenia, aims at dividing Muslim 
countries, and should not remain in Turkey even one day 
longer. 


Addressing his party's assembly group meeting, Erbakan 
claimed that Poised Hammer arrived in Turkey as an 
occupation and a second Sevres force, as a result of an 
incorrect foreign policy concept dictated from abroad. 
Erbakan stated that the mandate of Poised Hammer 
should certainly not be extended. 


[Begin Erbakan recording] Now, the government claims 
that the presence of this force enables us to conduct 
operations in northern Iraq and receive imformation 
from that region. If this force had given us the smallest 
advantage in our struggle against the PKK, we would 
certainly, clcome it. These are childish statements. Why 
can we not conduct our own intelligence with regard to 
the developments in northern Iraq? Why are we surren- 
dering to the Americans? This is an independent state. 
What kind of an administration is this? [end recording] 


Erbakan concluded by saying that early general elections 
should be held in 1995. 


UN Ambassador Views U.S. Approach to 
Problems 


NC2312215294 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 21 
Dec 94 p 10 


[“Text™ of interview by Ambassador Inal Batu, Turkish 
permanent representative at the UN, with CUMHU- 
RIYET correspondent Fuat Kozluklu in New York; date 
not given] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] New York—{Koziuklu] As an 
official who works at the United Nations, can you 
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comment on how you assess the UN approach, particu- 
larly the approach the Western countries are taking to 
the problem in Bosnia? 


[Batu] The problem can be defined as the occupation of 
a country, which is a UN member. The essence of the 
problem in Bosnia and Herzegovina cannot be dismissed 
as an internal war or a clash between Islamic and 
Christian peoples. The Serbian and Croatian communi- 
ties were represented in the parliament in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. They took part in the administration of 
that country. The deputy permanent representative of 
that country at the UN is of Croatian origin. In short, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina ts a country with many ethnic peo- 
ples who belong to various religions. The tssue is the 
occupation of Bosnia—Herzegovina, which is a UN 
member. The effort that has been made to obstruct the 
occupation has failed. 


It seems that the fate of the UN will be similar to that of 
the League of Nations. That will be alarming and a very 
serious setback. The fighting in Bosnia is gradually 
assuming the character of a war between Islamic and 
Christian forces because of the helpless situation of the 
UN Organization. Religious trends and Islamic funda- 
mentalism are gaining strength in many countries as a 
result of these developments. 


[Kozluklu] Can you comment on the mistakes that have 
been made by the United States and the other Western 
countries? 


[Batu] The Western countries, including the United 
States, have viewed the tragic developments in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina irom the point of view of their national 
interests. The units of the Western countries in Bosnia 
have been taken as hostage. In considering their security, 
the Western countries have been unable to defend 
Bosnia-Herzegovina against aggression, acts of genocide, 
and occupation. That is an extent of weakness on their 
part. 


Another point that should be considered is the question 
of whether the Western world is unable to accept the 
existence of an Islamic country in that part of Europe. 
We have to consider that question at the present time. 


{Kozluklu] The United States seems to be the only 
superpower at the present time. Why has it not taken 
action? Has it maintained a sincere and consistent 


policy? 


{Batu] The United States wished to play an active role. 
However, it was confronted with a problem. It was 
unable to risk dispatching military units to Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. Nevertheless, it tried to make recommen- 
dations, as the only superpower in the world. It was 
convinced that everyone would agree to its recommen- 
dations. There was nothing wrong with the U.S. policy 
up to that point. The United States seemed to support 
justice and oppose the oppressive forces. Yes, that was 
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the case until a few months ago. For example, it sub- 
mitted a draft resolution to the UN Security Council 
calling for the lifting of the arms i 
Herzegovina. However, its draft resolution has been 
forgotten. No reference is made to it anymore. Mean- 
while, the United States supports the view that NATO's 


He 
| 


interventions should be more dynamic and effective. 
Yes, that is how the United States differs from its 
European allies. 

Nevertheless, the U.S. intervention: were not strong 
enough because Gat country wes unsbic to diepetch 


military units to Bosnia-Herzegovina. In fact, that was 
the problem Washington was confronted with nght from 
the beginning. 


prestige and credibility. What has it been able to do in 
connection with the Karabakh dispute? 


[Batu] The UN Security Council has not been effective 
enough on the Karabakh dispute. It has failed to take any 
initiative to have its resolutions implemented. The 
probiem has been transferred to the CSCE Minsk Group. 
The Russian Federation has insisted that the CIS coun- 
tries should provide the military units that will make up 
the peacekeeping forces in Karabakh. However, Turkey, 
which is also a member of the CSCE Minsk Group, 
argues that a multinational force should be established 
and dispatched to Karabakh. The two views conflict. 


The CSCE summit in Budapest agreed on a compromise. 
It considered the possibility of deploying a multinational 
peacekeeping force in Azerbaijan. Russia agreed to that 
approach. However, it maintained that the UN Security 
Council should approve the concept. Considering Rus- 
sia’s right to use its veto in the UN Security Council, we 
can predict that the implementation of the CSCE reso- 
lution may be difficult. 


Cyprus 


{[Kozluklu] Can you comment on how the UN may 
approach the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
{TRNC], which has agreed to the package of confidence- 
building mei sures [(CBM's]? 


[Batu] International interest in the Cyprus problem has 
weakened. Fewer countries are interested in that 
problem at the present time. Even the UN General 
Secretariat is no longer as interested as it used to be in 
the past. The United States is one of the few countries 
that continues to be concerned with the problem. In fact, 
it is focusing more attention on the problem at the 
present time. It has appointed a new representative. 
Nevertheless, time will tell to what extent the new 
representative will be involved in the problem. Mean- 
while, we shall wait to see whether or not the apponst- 
ment of the new representative will mean that the United 
States has become more interested. Foreign pressure will 
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not contribute to the solution of the Cyprus problem. I 
hope that the U.S. Administration and Congress realize 


urkish Cypriot side has been told for the past year 
a half that Confidence must be established between 


found to the problem. The CBM's package was drawn 
. The TRNC made significant concessions at the 
ning. For example, it agree to place paren 


ie 


eectasde tlten thats tr ooeaded an anemia 


tion. We have gotten used to it in this organization. 


[Kozluklu] The view that the Cyprus problem can be 
resolved without President Rauf Denktas being involved 
is gradually gaining strength. Can you comment on that 
conviction? 


[Batu] I believe that the Turkish officials have expressed 
the hope that Mr. Denktas will decide to continue in 
office. | have nothing else to say in that regard. 


[Koziukiu] [1 seems that no progress has been made in 
connection with the flushing of the Yumurtalik-Karkuk 
oil pipeline, with a view to prevent it from corroding. 
Can you outline the initiatives that have been made on 
the matter thus far? 


[Batu] Former Foreign Minister Mumtaz Soysal and 
[Iraqi] Deputy Prime Minister Tariq "Aziz heid talks on 
the pipeline issue some time ago. Nothing else has been 
done on the matter since then. We expeci a solution to 
the problem to be found. However, that will not resolve 
the matter. Iraq, Turkey, and the UN have to reach an 
ugreement to resolve it. The ball is not in Turkey's court 
at the present time... We maintain a justified approach. 


Iraq changed its mind some time ago. The developments 
indicated that Baghdad was inclined to agree to the 
distribution of aid by the Red Crescent Society to the 
three cities in northern Iraq. The UN Security Council 
would probably have upheld that formula. However, 
Baghdad suddenly changed its mind. Later, it deployed 
military units on Kuwait's border. That was followed by 
Iraq's decision to recognize Kuwait. All that has knocked 
the pipeline problem off the agenda, regardless of Tur- 
key's position on the matter. Unfortunately, the pipeline 
is not regarded as an urgent matier at the present time. 
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Iraq must agree to a formula that is acceptable to the UN 
Security Council. However, there is no sign of a favor- 


able approach by Iraq. 


[Kozluklu] Can we discuss Turkey's effort to get UN 
Security Council membership? 


[Batu] As parties to the Cyprus problem, Turkey and 
Greece have been unjustifiably penalized by the Western 
countries since the beginning of the 1960's. We have 
been subjected tc an undeclared embargo. Consequently, 
Turkey and Greece have been unable to be elected to 
represent the group of countries they are in. Their group 
has used the Cyprus problem as an excuse. But, that is 
only a pretext. The other members of the group use it so 
they can be a UN Security Council member more 
frequently. Yes, that is the case. Except for a few small 
countries, the others take a seat on the UN Security 
Council once every 10 years. Tha: applies to Australia, 
Sweden, the Netherlands, Spain, and Belgium. They find 
it easy to be elected to represent this group in the UN 
Security Council. We, however, do not. 


Kurdish Problem 
{[Kozluklu] Do the diplomats of the member countries 
bring up the Kurdish problem in the UN Organization? 


[Batu] The Kurdish problem is not on the UN agenda. 
Acting on behalf of the European Union, Germany 
criticized Turkey in the Third Committee on adherence 
to human nghts. That is as far as the Kurdish problem 
has been considered at the UN. 


[Kozluklu] Can you comment on the important develop- 
ments in Turkey in 1994? 


[Batu] Three important developments took place in 
1994. The question of human rights and the bearing the 
terrorist activities have on that matter have come to 
light. Thanks to Turkey's initiatives, the fact that the 
terrorists violate human rights. particularly the right to 
life, and that terrorism violates human rights has been 
included in UN documents. That is an achievement. 
Turkey proposed that 1995 should be declared the year 
of forbearance. The UN General Assembly has ratified 
that proposal. Furthermore, Turkey has secured the 
UN's approval to hold the Second General Conference 
on Habitat in Turkey. That conference will be the most 
important international meeting in Turkey until now. 


Four RPP Members Resign Over SDPP Merger 


142912093494 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 28 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Ertugrul Gunay, Republican 
People’s Party [RPP] Council member and former sec- 
retary general of the RPP, has resigned from his party. 
RPP Council members Erdal Kalkan and Veli Zeren, as 
well as Mustafa Karsh, RPP High Disciplinary Council 
member, also announced their resignation from the 
party in a news conference in Ankara today. 
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In the joint news conference, Gunay charged that the 
RPP is trying to merge with an organization that ts 
associated with corruption and a lack of principles rather 
than with an image that inspires hope and confidence in 
the community. 


Meanwhile, in a news conference in Istanbul, RPP 
deputy leader Ali Topuz declared that after the merger 
between the RPP and the Social Democratic Populist 
Party [SDPP], the authorized organs of the new party 
will decide on whether to remain in the government. 
[passage omitted] 


Defense Minister Favors Strong Defense 
NC2912102394 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 22 Dec 94 pp 1, A& 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Defense Minister 
Mehmet Golhan on Wednesday [21 December] urged a 
strong defensive posture for Turkey in view of the 
current instability and uncertainties in its immediate 
vicinity, and voiced concern about the attitudes of 
Greece and Russia. Defending his ministry's budget at 
the Parliament. Golhan accused Greece of maintaining a 
confrontational policy despite Turkey's numerous initi- 
atives for a peaceful settlement of disputes. He criticised 
Athens for seeing Turkey, its NATO ally as the chief 
threat to is security, and constanily bringing up the issue 
of territorial waters despite Ankara’s repeated warning 
that extension beyond the present six-mile limit would 
be considered a cause for war. 


“Most importantly, Greece 1s providing backing to the 
Workers’ Party of Kurdistan terrorism,” the minister 
said, referring to the Kurdistan Workers’ Party fighting a 
separatist war in southeastern Turkey. He also attacked 
Athens’ announcement that it had incorporated Cyprus 
under the country's defense umbrella. 


Golhan identified the territorial waters issue as the most 
vital among the existing Aegean disputes between the 
two countries. 


The tension between Turkey and Greece mounted once 
again before the International Law of the Sea Conven- 
tion came into force in November while the Turkish and 
Greek navies were conducting rival exercises in the sea. 
It receded after Greece announced that it would not 
extend its territorial waters after personal intervention 
by U.S. President Bill Clinton. But Golhan noted 
Athens’ announcement that any such extension is its 
sovereign mght as a sign that it will wield the issue as an 
instrument of threat or blackmail, and implement it at 
the earliest opportunity. 


The minister repeated the warning that Turkey will 
never allow a one-sided change in the Aegean status-quo 
and that this was a main national issue for the country. 


Turning to Russia, Golhan stressed the importance of 
avoiding its isolation so as not to create a hostile Russia 
and to avoid another division in Europe. 
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“But on the other hand, such ideas as the ‘near abroad’ 
and the use of nuclear weapons and exceeding weapon 
ceilings envisaged by the Conventional Forces in Europe 
treaty, which are embedded in the new Russian military 
docirine cause concern”, the minister said. 

He said, Turkey, as a close neighbor of Russia was not 
feeling as safe as the ‘Vestern allies in accepting this new 
military doctrine. 

Russia has made statements that it could use nuclear 
weapons against non-nuclear states under this new doc- 
trine, and that it looked bent on creating the legal ground 
for military intervention against its neighbors shown 
within its “near abroad,” Golhan noted. 

He said Moscow was overdramatizing its situation in 
order to persuade the West to agree to raise the weapons 
ceilings and to conceal its true motives. 


“We believe that any move for the amendment of the 
weapons ceilings in the wing areas ts counter to the spirit 
of the (CFE) treaty and all the NATO countries should 
be in solidarity against this,” Golhan said. 


He said the Armenian occupation of a quarter of Azer- 
bayjan’s territory and the plight of over one million 
Azerbaijani refugees was a source of concern for Turkey 
and called for a peaceful solution to the conflict through 
the Organization of Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE). 


Referring to Bosnia, the minister said inability in 
enforcing a peace plan had sapped the credibility of the 
United Nations and NATO. He urged them to abandon 
their passivity and take effective measures against the 
Serbs attacking the Muslims. He said the attack on Bihac 
left no doubt about the necessity of putting Bosnia 
outside the scope of the U.N. arms embargo. 


Defence budget [subhead] 


Noting that defense assistance from the allies had either 
ended or was drawing to a close, Golhan said modern- 
ization of the Turkish armed forces within the country's 
own means had assumed vital importance. 


He said the ministry budget had been drawn up with 
dual care shown for the needs of the armed forces and 
the need for economy. 


He said the $4 billion defense budget—making up 11.4 
percent of the overall state budget—was overwhelmingly 
[92.6 percent) taken up by personnel e*.penditure for the 
647,000-sirong armed forces, while 7.28 percent was 
allocated for transfers. 


Of the latter, $264 million was allocated to finance 
modernization projects and $976 million was earmarked 
for defense purchases. 


Army Modernization Program Detailed 
NC2812152194 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 24 Dec 94 p Bl 


[Report by Hayri Birler] 
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[FBIS Transcribed Text] Studies to reorganize the struc- 
ture of the Turkish Armed Forces aimed at providing it 
with modern systems and reaching a more effective 
defense system level have been completed. Efforts for the 
armed forces’ modernization still continue and are 
expected to be completed by the year 2000. The studies 
were aimed at creating a smaller armed forces whose fire 
and impact power would be greater. For the Navy and 
the Air Force, the emphasis was put on the moderniza- 
tion of systems, while in the Army modernization and 
reorganization of unit structures have gone side by side 


Military sources explained the purposes of moderniza- 
tion and reorganization studies, launched in May 1990, 
as follows: “Disintegration of the Warsaw Pact, develop- 
ments in Europe for control of weapons, technological 
improvements, review of the NATO strategy and force 
structures, lessons derived from the Gulf War, our 
defense requirements and economic factors have made it 
necessary to reorganize the Turkish Armed Forces. 
Studies were launched to reorganize and modernize the 
Turkish Armed Forces in an effort to protect the Turkish 
motherland and the Turkish Republic in the years 
starting with 2000." Officials from the General Staff 
explain the targets as follows: 


“We are aiming at creating a more effective armed forces 
that would: meet the defense requirements of today and 
the future: be economically sustainable during peace 
tume; be casily adapted to war time conditions, capable 
to perform all kinds of tasks; be able to be deployed 
rapidly from one region to another, and have the modern 
weapons of our time. To summarize, our objective is to 
create a smaller, but a more effective army that would 
have greater impact and fire power. In other words, we 
aim to have an armed forces that would meet the 
requirements of the 2000s. [no closing quotation m: ‘‘s 
as published] 


Reorganization Complete, Modernization Continues 


The military officials recalled that today’s Army, Navy 
and Air Force are in position to act together and should 
be organized accordingly, in line with military experi- 
ence and improving technology. In this context, the 
future general operational concept envisages the recog- 
nition and destruction of an enemy force while it is still 
at a distance, they said. For this reason, the recognition- 
identification systems in the inventories of the Army, 
Navy and Air Force should be used effectively and in 
coordination, the officials said, adding this concept was 
taken into account while conducting the reorganization 
= modernization studies for the Turkish Armed 
orces. 


The organizational phase for the Army's restructuring 
studies were completed in 1992, while the whole armed 
forces’ modernization is expected to be finished by the 
year 2000, the officials said. 


“Turkey must definitely have a strong army. If history is 
reviewed, it will be seen that our country has assumed 
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very important roles not only during wars, but also at 
tumes of peace to protect peace due to its strategic 
importance. Turkey, with its strategic location, popula- 
uion of 60 million people and its democratic institutions 
should continue to be an element of stability im its 
region. And for this reason, realization of Turkey's 
objective to have a modernized defense force and an 
economic power to support it continuously will not only 
contribute to regional peace, but also serve for peace in 
the world,” they said. 


Modernization of the Turkish Armed Forces is sup- 
ported by part of the national budget, the Defense 
Industry Support Fund, foreign military loans and con- 
tnbutions within NATO's Southern Flank program in 
connection with Conventional forces in Europe treaty. 


Army 

In line with the Turkish Armed Forces’ reorganization 
program, the previous force structure in the Army, the 
battahon-regiment-division-corps system, was changed 
to another structure, the battalion-bngade-corps system. 
This reorganization improved the units’ maneuver- 
ability and facilitated command and control. 


Also an effective mobilization system was created so as 
to eliminate possible defects to be brought during the 
restructuring period. 


Following the completion of reorganization, the Army 
(Land Force) is formed by four armies, nine corps, one 
infantry division, 18 mechanized infantry brigades, 15 
armored brigades, nine infantry bngades and three com- 
mando brigades. These were organized under four army 
commands, a logistic command and a training com- 
mand. 


Major weapons and equipment acquisition and upgrade 
programs envisaged by Army modernization programs 
include: 


Production of 1,698 armored combat vehicles (that will 
cost $1.3 billion), upgrading of M-52 howitzers and 155 
mm guns, upgrading of M-48 tanks, acquisition of Mul- 
tiple Launcher Rocket Systems (MLRS) and production 
of Command, Control and Communications (C3) sys- 
tems. 


In addition. production of a mobile radar complex with 
i4 new radar systems and a Command Control and 
Communication System is planned. Also, studies con- 
tinue to establish a piant in Ankara to produce shoulder- 
launched Stinger missiles. 


The Machinery and Chemical Industries (MKE) pro- 
duces small arms and ammunition, and ASELSAN man- 
ufactures electronic industry products mainly for the 
Turkish Armed Forces. Roketsan and the Turkish Sci- 
entific and Technical Research Institution carry out 
joint studies to produce rockets. 
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Navy and Air Ferce 


The Turkish Navy, which has 30 large vessels, 15 clas- 
sical submarines, 18 assault boats, 33 mine ships, 40 sea 
landing boats amd vanous joint naval-air elements, was 
reorganized under the Fleet Command, the Northern 
and Southern Regional Sea Commands and the Naval 
Training Command. 


Modernization programs for the Navy include the fol- 
lowing: At the Golcuk shipyard, submarines are being 
produced to replace the current ones with the U-209 
type. Some of these submarines are built in Germany 
and in local production, the manufacturer makes use of 
German know-how. Meko-200 type frigates, assault 
boats, landing vessels and logisiic support ships are also 
locally produced. 


Recently, two submarines, five assault boats with guided 
missiles, four TRAC III frigates and four Knox frigates 
have been delivered to the Turkish Navy. 


The Air Force is formed by 21 war squadrons, four 
training squadrons, three transport squadrons and eight 
SAM squadrons. The Air Force Command ts organized 
under two tactical force commands, one in Eskisehir, the 
other in Diyarbakir, the Air Training Command and the 
Air Logistic Command. 

For the Air Force's modernization, Turkish Aerospace 
Industries (TAI) co-produces F-16 fighter aircraft. At the 
same plant, CASA CN-235 light transport aircraft and 
training aircraft are also being co-produced. Air Force 


continues to launch programs to upgrade fuselage, 
engine, arms and ammunition of older aircraft. 


Turkish Defense Industry 


The Turkish defense industry assumes an important role 
in the reorganization and modernization of the Turkish 
Armed Forces. While making use of new technologies in 
local production to support Turkey's defense, the 
Turkish defense industry is also in cooperation with 
several countries on technology transfer, joint produc- 
tion and sale of defense equipment. 


The Turkish defense industry exports its products to 20 
countries. 


The Turkish defense industry's main sectors are as 
follows: 


Small arms and ammunition industry, 

Rocket industry, 

Vehicles, armored cars and tank upgrade industry, 
Ship industry, 

Aircraft industry, 

Electronic industry. 


Military officials indicate that in addition to having an 
armed forces meeting the requirements of the day, 
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Turkey also aims at establishing a self—sufficient 
defense industry in the country. 


Presidential Guard Also Reorganizing 

Within the framework of the Turkish Armed Forces” 
reorganization and modernization, a project has also 
been launched to reorganize the elite Presidential Guard. 
President Suleyman Demirel, at a Dec. 9 ceremony at 
the headquarters of the Presidential Guard, said several 
units of the armed forces had to be accommodated at 
primitive barracks in the past. Later, brick buildings and 
modern garrisons were constructed, and now facilities to 
match the conditions of the 2!st century were being 
prepared for the armed forces. Praising the armed forces’ 
determination to protect the country from external and 
iaternal threats, Demirel said, “modernization of our 
armed forces is a primary responsibility of the state.” 


General Ismail Hakk: Karadayi, chief of the general 
staff, who also attended the meeting, said building new 
facilities for the Presidential Guard was an important 
— emphasizing the necessity to improve the armed 
orces 


“The Turkish Armed forces, with tts deterrent structure, 
discipline, morale, materials and equipment, is a major 
power thal guarantees peace in our country’s region, 
thanks to our great nation’s support. Negative develop- 
ments, risks and uncertainties in the world makes it 
necessary for us to have a stronger, more deterrent and 
modern armed forces,” Karadayi said. The project to 
provide the Presidential Guard with new accommoda- 
tion, training and social facilities is expected to cost TL 
300 billion (8 million). 


Offensive Against PKK, Figures Reported 
NC2912104394 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 22 Dec 94 p A8 


[Report by Sinan Cetin] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Turkish security 
forces are continuing their offensive against the out- 
lawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) militants right 
into the winter despite sub-zero conditions. 


Units from the Armed Forces, special police teams as 
well as village guards are taking part in the offensive 
which has focused on the Tunceli province as well as the 
Cudi, Gabar, Agri and Tendurek mountains while Air 
Force jets are continuing routine raids against targets in 
Northern Iraq. 


According to official sources more than 40,000 troops 
are involved in the operations in Tunceli where security 
forces have killed two key PKK commanders identified 
as Celal Barak and Erdal Gedik. PKK sources confirmed 
to the Turkish Daily News [TDN] the loss of the two 
commanders. 


Also according to official figures 35,571 PKK militants 
have been either killed or captured alive and 7,670 
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members of the security forces have been killed in the 
clashes during the past three years. 


The security operation in Tunceli is regarded as the most 
important offensive in the current drive against the PKK 
where the security forces have taken on 5,000 militants 
in the mountains of Munzur and Kutu. 


The TDN has learned from local sources that the PKK is 
having a difficult time because of the villages which were 
destroyed. The sources say the village burnings have left 
the PKK without any potential shelter. 


Sources close to the PKK. confirmed the death of com- 
manders Barak and Gedik but strongly denied claims 
that Semdin Sakik, the local top commander of the PKK 
had been cornered and that 1“ was only a matter of time 
before he was caught. 


Tunceli Governor Atil Uzelgun reported that 500 mili- 
tants had been killed in the past three months in the 
intensive clashes especially in the Munzur mountains. 
According to Governor Uzeigun security forces are also 
hurting down militants of the left-wing terrorist groups 
led by TIKKO [Turkish Workers-Peasants Liberation 
Army] and TDKP [Turkish Revolutionary Communist 
Party}. In the past year 700 people have been taken into 
custody in Tunceli and 200 have been formally arrested. 
Local sources, however, claimed in interviews with the 
TDN that 2,000 persons had been taken into custody 
and that 24 persons who were allegedly detained were 
“missing”. 


According to military officials units from the Kirklarel: 
infantry Division (in Thrace), Bolu Mountain Com- 
mando Units and Kayseri Paratroopers Units are 
involved in the operations in the mountains of eastern 
and southeastern Turkey. 


Meanwhile security operations on the Cudi Mountain 
are continuing despite official announcements that the 
area had been cleaned of all PKK elements and that the 
Turkish flag had been raised on the mountain peaks. 


Turkish jets are pounding various “targets” in Northern 
Iraq but according to local sources these raids are not 
¢ 2ating any serious losses for the PKK. 


According to figures given by the Interior Minister in the 
past three years 35,571 PKK militants have been killed 
or captured mn the eastern and southeastern areas where 
Emergency Rule has been declared. According to official 
figures 666 separate terrorist incidents were reported in 
1989, $27 in 1990, 823 in 1991, 1,593 in 1992, 2614 in 
1993 and 3,116 from the start of 1994 until Dec. 13. 


Also according to official figures all terrorist incidents 
across the country totalled 6,307 as of Dec. 9, 1994. This 
figure was 4,198 for 1993 and 1,920 for 1992. 


According to official figures 7,105 PKK militants have 
been killed while 28,135 have been captured alive (331 
were wounded) in the past three years. Also during this 
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period 2.391 policemen, soldiers, and village guards lost 
their lives and 5.279 were wounded. 


In the same period 3,005 civilians died and 4,140 were 
wounded. So im the pas! three years 50,055 people were 
killed or wounded in the separatist clashes. 2.115 villages 
were reportedly evacuated and more than 2 muilhon 
people lost their homes. 


At the moment 300,000 soldiers. policemen and village 
guards are deployed im eastern and southeastern prov- 
meoes which are under Emergency Rule. 


According to official sources there are about 4,000 PKK 
militants. About 2.300 are within Turkish borders and 
the rest are m Northern Irag. Emergency rule Deputy 
Governor Huseyin Baskaya says the PKK 1s facing some 
tough tomes because mt has lest its supply lines and is 
running out of ammunition and food supplies. Baskaya 
says the PKK 1s shifting its forces frequently to give the 
impression that 1 has more militants than 1 actually has. 


According to local sources, however, the number of PKK 
militants have not been affected despite the hard blows 
the PKK has received from security forces. 


In the eastern province of Urfa where the PKK is not so 
active 650 people have joined the separatist group, 
according to the claims of sources close to the militant 
group. They claim there are 30,000 PKK militants inside 
Turkey. 


Local sources im southeastern Turkey say this 1s an 
exaggerated figure and claim there are about 15,000 
miistants. They say the PKK does not have a serious 
presence in the cities yet it foes have some people in the 
major Cities. 

In the past few months the militants of the Kurdistan 
People’s Liberation front (ERNK) which ts supposed to 
be the politica! wing of the organization has joined forces 
with the militants of the Kurdistan Peoples Liberation 
Army (ARGK), the military wing of the PKK, to launch 
jomnt terrorist actions. The ERNK is behind some bumb- 
ings im major cities, according to sources close to ihe 
PKK. 

The ERNK was seen as a strictly political movement in 
many European capitals and thus officials were reluctant 
to clamp down on its activities in Belgium, Holland, 
Greece, Denmark, Sweden, Britain and Switzerland. 


Denktas ‘Warning’ on Power Cuts Reported 
NC2912094494 Istanbul SABAH in Turkish 25 Dec 94 
p 23 


{Column by Kenan Akin: “We May Destroy the Power 
Piant™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] In addition to the problems the 
embargo of the Western countries have created for the 
Turkish Cypriot people, the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus [TRNC] will be in darkness and cold 
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decision to cut the power supply to north Cyprus as “a 
reason for war.” The Turkish Cypnot people and their 
economy have suffered significantly from power cuts 
during the past five months. The situation has made 
them nervous, and the signs of an approaching war can 
be observed on the island. 


The power cuts seem to be a simple matter. However. 
they have disrupted morale and dragged the cconom, 
toward the edge of a precipice in north Cyprus. In view 
question of power cuts ts seen as an “act of 


epublican Assembly every day. 
The matter bas frustrated the Turkish Cypriot people. 
Thousands of people have been forced to use gercrators., 
kerosene lamps, and candies. No one knows when the 
problem will be resolved. In addition to the Turkish 

some 10,000 university students from Turkey 
also suffer from the cold and darkness in north Cyprus. 
The 


TRNC's sees ee frequently for short 


was 
cut for up to 18 hours every day at the present 
view of that, the Turkish Cypriots are convinced 
are confronted with a new “Greek Cypnot 
™ The situation that has been created by the 
‘cuts has brought to light the inefficiency of the 
Turkish and Turkish Cypriot officials, who have failed to 
2c the necessary measures up to now. Turkish Cypriot 
officials have accused each other of failing to take the 
necessary measures. That has added a new dimension to 
the tragic situation. North Cyprus has received its power 
supply from the Greek Cypriot side for the past 20 years. 
It has not paid for its consumption. 


TRNC’'s dependence on the Greek Cypriot side for its 

power supply came to light on | August. The explosion 
iheok Quai adaae tn Geo tian eal of Ue Gamer tant tx 
Teknecik [Trapeza] in north Cyprus created an opportu- 
nity for the Turkish Cypriot people to see the true face of 
the Greek Cypriots. The Greek Cypriot side gradually 
reduced the Turkish Cypriot side's power supply after 
the explosion. In fact, they refused to supply electricity 
to north Cyprus on various days. The use of electrical 
heaters increased the need for electricity in north Cyprus 
to 100-110 megawatts every day in the winter. 


pretext for reducing the power supply to north Cyprus. 
That approach has paralyzed the TRNC. The power 
plants in Dikmen [Dikomo] and Teknecik can generate 
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only 40-50 megawatts of electricity every day. However, 
the TRNC Electricity Authority finds « difficult to 
acquire the dieset oi! 1 needs to operate them because of 
its financial problems. In view of that, it is unable to use 
the two power plants at full capacity. Apparently, the 
Turkish Cypriots are confused. They have been treated 
unjustly by the Greek Cypriots and by their own offi- 
cals. 


Denktas Gave Warnings in the Past 


President Denktas gave warnings im the past that the 
TRNC's dependence on the Greek Cypriot side for its 
power supply may create a serious problem in the future. 
Unfortunately, measures have not been taken to obstruct 
unfavorable developments im that area. Denktas brought 
up the matter im the talks that were held from 1968 to 
1972. He called for a joint arrangement and proposed 
that the consumers should pay for the electricity they 
use. However, the Greek Cyprots rejected his proposals. 
Denktas brought up the matter again im an “urgent” 
memorandum to the [Turkish] Government on !2 July 
1985. Ponting to the possibility that the Turkish Cyp- 
rots may be forced to generate their own electricity, he 
asked the officials to inform him about fuel stocks and 
the extent to which Turkish Cypriots can meet their 
needs with gas turbine generators. He also asked the 
officials to inform him on the project to supply elec- 
trcity from Turkey to the TRNC through underwater 
cables. Many years have passed since Denktas conveyed 
hes memorandum to Ankara. The construction of a 
power plant in Teknecik is the only measure that has 
been put into effect. Regrettably, the power plant has not 
been commussiond because its construction ts still con- 
tinuing. 


“Reason for War” 

In a statement to SABAH, President Denktas described 
the power cuts as a continuation of the economic 
embargo and the Greek Cypriots’ hostile behavior 
against the Turkish Cypriot people. He asserted: “If an 
inhuman move is made to destroy the economy of a 
community through hostile behavior, then that commu- 
nity should be given the right to penalize those who are 
responsible and take the necessary measures to guarantee 
that energy resources are used fairly. Considering the 
existing conditions, the matter can be viewed as a reason 
for war. Creating darkness on the Greek Cypriot side is 
not difficult at all. We have refrained from such an 
action because we maintain a conscientious approach. 
The Greek Cypriot side must immediately abandon its 
treacherous behavior.” 


President Denktas urged UN officials to study the 
problem of power supply in the island again. He said: 
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“Unfortunately, it is a fact that the Greek Cypriot side 
uses the issue of the power supply as a means of 
pressuring north Cyprus. It will continue its approach. 
The people have been frustrated, and they have suffered 
significantly. Their reaction ts justified. Nevertheless. we 
shall not fight with each other just because the Greek 
Cypriots have cut our power supply. We have been left 
with no other alternative. The only way to resolve the 
problem is to blow up the Greek Cypriot power plant. 
We obstructed those who wished to do that when the 
Greek Cypriots cut our power supply in the past. We 
must not be held responsible for the incidents that may 
take place if the wish to torture our people continues.” 


Regarding a lasting solution to the problem, Denktas 
proposed the following: “The power plant in Teknecik 
must be quickly commussioned to resolve the problem. 
Meanwhile, an effort must be made to supply electricity 
from Turkey to the TRNC through underwater cabies. 
That will enable us to use the power plant in Teknecik as 
a backup. The TRNC will need more electricity in the 
future. That is when the power pliant in Teknecik should 
be used. Meanwhile, the government must increase the 
charges for electncity. That is unavoidable. We must at 
least pay the cost of the electricity we consume when we 
do have power.” 


Free Electricity 


Those who wish to vacation im north Cyprus on New 
Years must not be surprised if they find that country 
cold and in darkness. The people in the TRNC are angry 
at the present time. It seems that they are aware that 
their problems will increase in the new year. They will be 
coid and in darkness. They expect to lose many of their 
electrical appliances because of low voltage problems. 
Apparently, production of citrus fruits will be affected 
because the water pumps cannot operate at full capacity. 
Meanwhile, income from tourism will decrease because 
of the cancellation of reservations. Industrial establish- 
ments will not operate because of the power cuts. Mean- 
while, educational institutions will also suffer. 


It seems that the TRNC will be a junkyard for generators 
when the problem of the power supply is resolved. 


All that has significantly demoralized the Turkish Cyp- 
riot people. Meanwhile, it must be noted that the 
Turkish Cypriots have realized that the use of electricity 


for heating purposes was wrong. 


Considering all that, we wish to conclude the following: 
“The TRNC officials supplied cheap electricity to the 
Turkish Cypriots for 20 years. They did not pay for the 
power supply from the Greek Cypriot side. However, 
that state of affairs has placed the Turkish Cypriot 
people in a very difficult situation for the present.” 
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